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ATHAMAND AND ZADINA. 


8 it in man to an PTY 
roarings of the ſea, or in 
nature to check the fury 
of the winds ? Who can dictate to 
| the will of: heaven, or cry unto the 5 
fates, « Thus Wall it ber“ 15 
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Sen of man, canſt thou give motion LF 
to the ſtars, or limit the progreſs of 
the ſun! Canſt thou, O ſon of man, 
ſtop the moments in their courſe, and 
ſteal the ſands from never-ſtanding 


time ? 


In the reign of Caliph Sephi the 
Great, in the city of Iſpahan, lived 


Athamand, the ſon of Emir Caſſem, 


who had formerly been principal fa- 
vourite to his ſovereign, and entruſted 
by the Commander of the F aithful q | n 


with the moſt important deſigns. 


Kihamand' was eſteemed an honour 
to his country, and look?d upon as 


the glory of his renowned family: — - 
| 115 5 
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He was now in all the Re of 
manhood, and his reputation was un- 


common for his years, — 


The "RE of Athamand went forth 
like the gales of the morning, and his 
preſence was as chearful as the beams 
of the ſun.— Sorrow never ſaw a cloud 
on his brow, nor did grief ever find 
entrance to his heart, — Envy was a 
ſtranger to his thoughts, and rancour 
an alien to his breaſt, — 


The affection 4 Fe was s cor- 
dial to his friends, and his charity con- 
ſtant to the diſtreſſed. Reſolute in 
good, he was a ſtranger to fear; and 
promoting the happineſs of every one, 
r tenderly reſpected by all. 
. Such 


the ſtately ſwan. 


4 Mox AT TALES, 
Such was Athamand, when the 
paſſion of love ſeiz'd his heart, and 


kindled a flame for the beautiful Za- 
dina, the ſiſter of Helim, who was the 


- next in greatneſs and power to his 


ſovereign. 


Zadina was the moſt accompliſhed 
virgin of Iſpahan, and the fame of her 
charms had reach'd the borders of the 


eaſt, Her lovely cheek vied with the 


roſes of the morning, and her com- 
plexion was fairer than the lilly of the 


due No diamond could excel the 


piercing luſtre of her eye; and her air 
was more graceful than the rn of 


0 
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FrRoM THE ARABIAN. 5 
Zadina's voice was like the muſic of 
Paradiſe, and her breath was as pure 
as the gentle breezes of Zephyrus. — 
Ye daughters of Iſpahan, ye beheld her 
with envy:—ye maids of Hamadam, ye 


knew her with regret. 


At the ſight of Zadina the winter of 
age would glow with admiration, and 
the ſummer of youth with tenderneſs: 
and love. — She alone was worthy the 
hand of Athamand ; and Athamand at 
length was happily e with the hand 
of his beloved. 


The thirtieth moon had not gone 
down upon their felicity when they 
were bleſt with a daughter, beautiful as 

| iz - hee”: 
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her mother; and a ſon, the picture of 
his ſire.— Their hours were meaſured 
only by their happineſs, and the minutes 
alone were number'd out by joy, — 


But O, how unſtable are the plea- 
ſures of this life! How oft are the plans 
which we lay out for delight, defeated 
in their end! A fatal malady preyed 


upon the two ſmiling infants; and na- 
ture at laſt conſigned them o'er to the 
grim king of terrors—Death. 


Athamand was ſtruck with a grief 
inexpreſlive, and Zadina with an an- 
 guiſh too mighty for her delicate frame. 
— Athamand was however enabled, 
by the force of reaſon and philoſophy, | 

to 


Wy 1! 
! 


From THE ANAIIANV. 7 
to combat his affliction : but Zadina, 
from the extreme tenderneſs -of conſti- 
tution, and exceſs of maternal love, in- 
capable of receiving the ſmalleſt allevi- 
ation in her unbounded ſorrow. 

How oft did the affectionate o 
mothers complain to Heaven, in the 
bitterneſs of her miſery !—How oft 
call upon death, in the anguiſh of her 


bleeding heart Ye matrons of 
Iſpahan, ye bore witneſs to her tears 
ye mothers of Hamadam, ye have 
heard her diſtreſs :— Ye beams of the 
morning, did ye not ariſe upon her 
Piercing ſighs? — And ye ſhades of 
the evening, have ye brought comfort 
to her tortured breaſt ?-----No !----- 
„„ KK Deſpair 
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. 


Deſpair was at laſt ſucceeded by 
diſtraction.— The thread of life was 
cut, as ſhe was pouring forth her la- | 
mentations, upon the new- made grave 
of her little Athamand and Zadina. 


Zadina's death depriv'd the wretched 
and forlorn Athamand of all his forti- 
tude: he ſeiz d the poignard, and was 
about to put an end to his exiſtence, 
which had now become inſupportable. 
Athamand, firſt lifting his eyes towards 
Heaven, and falling proſtrate before the 


throne of mercy, ſaid, 


© God of my forefathers, and thou 
ce great prophet, exalted miniſter of 
< truth, behold the tortures of my 
heart, 


* 


— 


FROM THE ARABIAN. @ 
heart, and forgive the raſhneſs-they: 
4 produce! Is it not for me to aſk 
* why eternal providence ſhould ſhower 
* down ſuch numherleſs woes upon. 
* my poor devoted head? Permit 
<« me, gracious heaven, to aſk if I de- 


et ſerve them all ? — 


„The laws of truth have T hitherto 
“ 1nviolably preſerved. — Is it from: 
c phrenſy or the weakneſs-of Human- 


c nature, that I am no longer able 


Go ſuſtain the mighty weight of 


— 


„ 0e? 


«O pardon, father omnipotent, that 
„ thus, I ruſh: before thy throne, to 
„ ſeek that repoſe in another world 

vghich fate deſtroyed in this,” 

* Here: 
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Deſpair was at laſt ſucceeded by 
diſtraction.— The thread of life was 
. cut, as ſhe was pouring forth her la- 
mentations, upon the new- made grave 
of her little Athamand and Zadina. 


Zadina's death depriv d the wretched 
and forlorn Athamand of all his forti- 
tude: he ſeiz'd the poignard, and was = 
about to put an end to his exiſtence, 
which had now become inſupportable. 
Athamand, firſt lifring his eyes towards 
Heaven, and falling proſtrate before the 


throne of Ys ſaid, 


06 God of 3 and thou 
great prophet, exalted miniſter of 
“truth, behold the tortures of my 

1 < heart, 
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2 heart, and forgive the raſhneſs they 


produce! Is it not for me to aſk 


* why eternal providence ſhould ſhower 
* down ſuch numberleſs woes upon. 
* my poor devoted head? Permit 
* me, gracious heaven, to aſk if I de-- 


”" 08 laws of truth have T hitherto 


* 


inviolably preſerved. — Is it from: 
* phrenſy or the weakneſs of Human- 


6 nature, that I am no longer able 
0 ſuſtain the e weight of 


e woes? - 


O pardon, father omnipotent, that 


thus, F ruſh: before thy throne, to 


A 


ſeek that repoſe in another world, 
which fate deſtroyed in this,” 
„ Here: 
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. Here ended Athamand, and was juſt 
about giving the final ſtroke, when one 
of thoſe celeſtial beings that attend an 
the majeſty of God, appeared, and 
inſtantly with-held his hand.—Atha- 
mand fell to the earth, and thus: the 
inhabitant of heaven proclaimed his 


awful embaſſy : 


<« Ceaſe, miſguided Athamand, to 
c murmur. at the diſpenſations of an 
“ all-righteous providence ; nor PE- : 
=— ſumptuouſly think, that the decrees . 
of the moſt high are not actuated by 
* unerring juſtice. In this world, 
« which thou muſt look upon as a 
« ſtate of probation, and not conſider 
& as a place of retribation,—thou 
5 5 art 
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art wrong to ſeek for perfect happi- : 
neſs, or to expect an undiſturbed 


repoſe.—To theſe delighful ends, 
if thou art ſolicitous to ſoar, pay an. 


implicit obedience to the divine 


diſpoſer of all things. Dare not to 


tax eternal juſtice with ſeverity, 


who in the midſt of his diſpleaſure 
only chaſtens to reform. In Good- 
neſs, therefore, heaven remanded what 


it thought proper. to beſtow ; and 


art thou ſo unjuſt as to be offended, 
when their creator is pleaſed to recall 
his own? Canſt thou, raſh Atha- 
mand, be ſaid in reality to love thy 


children, if thou wouldſt even fora 


moment wiſh them back from thefe 


eternal manſions provided for the 
« bleſſed ? 


8 


12 ä Mona vb Tarzs, 
* bleſſed They are happy z-wouldſt 
4 thou diſturb their bliſs? They are 


angels; wouldſt thou reduce them 
to common clay ? 


00 Preſumptuous Athamand ! What 
has thou to complain of ?—Zadina, 


that was thy wife, is now in Para- 
diſe ; wouldſt thou bring her back? 
« —If they were dear to thee, thou 


A 


C 


« haſt cauſe to rejoice at their eternal 


K 


« felic ity,—not to lament their loſs. 
70 Athamand begs of heaven to for- 

ce give his ſuicide. How canſt thou 

cr 


heaven in the very moment thou art 


5 < going 1 to violate the ſtricteſt of its 


. laws! > 


be fo inconſiſtent, as to pray to 


ye 
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laws? How canſt thou; Athamand, 


preſume to addreſs thy God for 
mercy, yet in the midſt of thy peti- 


tion intend to offend the greatneſs of 


his power? 


O Athamand! Heaven has dealt 


(e 


co 


mercifully, and provided never-end- 
ing bliſs for the wife of thy boſom, 
and the children of thy heart, 


— 1} 


me”. Hear n and be , 


oy Wouldſt thou ſhare in wall laſting 
felicity, the way does not lie in thy 


diſtruſt of the Almighty will — but 
in a chearful and obedient reſigna- 
„ | 1 


Here 


34 Mona Tarts, 
| Here the angel ceaſed, and diſap- 
peared. | Athamand aroſe quite com- 


forted with the all-gracious expoſtula- 
tion, and repented of his raſh deſign, 
— The remainder of his days he devoted 


to the ſervice of his maker. 


In the reign. of Abbas the Great, he 
was gathered to his fathers; having 
firſt directed the whole of this hiſtory 
to be faithfully written, in the extraor- 
dinary chronicles of the Cay of 
. | 
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, | ORISMAN AND ALMIRA. 


Nh. 1 * O N of man, learn ae 
* : of tion to the appointments of 
N ik providence, nor dare to drop | 
a murmur at the diſpenſations of the 
Moſt High. Think not of diſputing 
with infinite wiſdom, nor dream of 
wreſting the everlaſting thunder-bolt 


from the dread right-hand of an 


all-righteous deity. 
In 


_ 
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In the city of Bagdad, fo celebrated 
by the ſages of antiquity, lived Orif- 
man, the ſon of Ibrahim, whoſe name 
was an aromatic, that: perfumed the re- 
moteſt corners of the eaſt. His perſon 
was as noble as the riſing oak in the 
foreſt; and his mind as unſullied as a 
| meridian beam from the ſun :—his 
bounty wiped away the 'tear from the 
eye of the orphan; nor did the widow 
ever paſs unregarded at his gate. —In 
ſhort, complacency and benevolence 
were ever ſeated on his brow; and 
humanity was a virtue fo natural to his . 
heart, that it formed the very core, and 
ewined round its faithful tendrils.— 


Thus amiable, it was no wonder, that 


by all who ſaw him, he ſhould be in- 
ſtantly 


1 
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FROM THE? ARABIAN, 17 
ſtantly admired; —and thus deſerving, 
no way ſtrange, that by all who knew 
him, he ſhould be ſo * n 
and beloved. 


Among the variety of virgins, who 


languiſhed for Oriſman, Almira, a 
beautiful maid of Balſora, newly ar- 


rived at Bagdad, was the only perſon 
bleſſed with - a reciprocal eſteem.— 
The bluſh of the morning was leſs 
roſy than her cheek ; and the dia- 


mond of Golconda not fo brilliant as 
her eye. Almira was fairer than the 
{wan upon the water; and gentle as 


the midſummer murmur of the ſtream. 


How 


= Monat Tarts, 
How oft, © ye groves of Balſora, 
have ye echoed with the fame of her 
beauty How oft, O ye vallies of 
5 Bagdad, have ye reſounded with her 
merited eulogies. You know that her 


voice would chain the tyger of the 
deſart, and unnerve the wild ſtag, as he 

darted from the hill ou know that 

the ſpices of Ormus could not equal 

her in breath, nor even the daughters 

i! of Paradiſe excel her in dignity and. 

= - [ 


Oriſman and Almira, were not more 5 
diſtinguiſhed for their merit, than re- 
mark able for their loves and | as nei- 
ther had a parent to oppoſe their 


mutual wiſhes, a day was announced 
| for 


ͤ —˙²·:8 ⅛ o OS 
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for the celebration of their nuptials, to 
the joy and latisfaction of their admiring 
friends. 

Orifinan, all impatient for poſſeſſing 
the only object that had ever engroſſed 
his heart, longed for the happy hour 
with the utmoſt anxiety : — Almira not 


' leſs impatient at the approaching feli- 


city, painted to her fond imagination 


an uninterrupted enjoyment of all ſhe 


held dear in the tendereſt intercourſe 


with her adored Oriſman.— 


But, alas! while our affectionate 


lovers were enjoying the preſent, by 
reflecting on their future joys, an order 
| e for Almira's attendance on the 


Caliph, | 


20 Morar T 4 LES, 

Caliph, who had for ſome time been 

entertained with various reports of her 

beauty, and wanted to ſee if the en- | 

comiums laviſh'd fo frequently upon 
the moſt. charming of * were 

mo” | 


| Alrdire's religion nor her allegiance 
could not. allow her to form any excuſe 
for not attending the Comm ander of 

the Faithful, much leſs. admit of a re- 

ſolution to. diſobey his commands, — 
The Caliph i is ever worſhipped with an 


implicit reverence, as a ſucceſſor of the 
holy Mahomet, and his ſovereign word 
as the irrevocable voice of fate. 


/ 


Almira was immediately conducted, 
with a bleeding heart, to the palace; 


and 


— 
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and the moment her ſovereign ſaw. her, 
he declared her the · moſt favourite of 


QUEENS. : 


It is not in language to paint the 
diſtraction of the two lovers, who were 


thus unexpectedly torn for ever from 


each others arms. The moment 
Oriſman heard that his Almira had 
captivated the prince, he looked upon 
the buſineſs of life to be entirely cloſed. 
Unable to ſupport the inexpreſlible 
agonies of his tortur'd mind, Oriſman 
conſider'd the meſſenger of death as the 
only miniſter of his Joſt repoſe. 


' Oriſman for whole days and nights 
wander” d tchrough the apartments of his 
m po once 


22 Monat TAL AS, 

once happy dwelling, in an abſolute 
ſtate of phrenſy ; calling out at every 

interval, in the- moſt paſſionate tone, 


the name of his raviſh'd Almira. 


After many days, growing ſomewhat 
more compos'd, he began to reflect on 


all the circumſtances of his paſt life, 


in order to diſcover, if poſſible, in what 
particular he had given the great Ma- 
homet ſuch unpardonable offence, to 
ſuffer ſo ſevere a chaſtiſement at his 


hands. Having revolved this reflection 
without finding any crime to accuſe 


himſelf of, he inſenſibly dropt upon his 


knees, and began to expoſtulate i in the 


following manner with the King of 
kings. | 
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*© Thou oreat Creator of the uni- 


verſe, who ſitteth enthroned above 
the ſeven heavens, where even the 
conception of no prophet, but thy 
true and holy one, can dare to ſoar; 
look down in mercy on a wretch, 
who numbers himſelf with the moſt 


K unhappy of human beings, tho he 


has conſtantly maintained the deepeſt 


reverence for thy laws.—Tell him, O 


thou infinitely High! — Inform him, 


0 thou inexpreſſibly Juſt hy he, 


b who has ever made it his unalterable 
ſtudy to acquire thy awful ſanction 


on his deeds, is doomed to ſuffer 
what the moſt impious profaner of 


thy divine will would look upon as 


| ſeverity — _ and confidently exclaim, 


àL‚‚„5 


„ 
„ ”Twas too great a puniſhment for 


$* the moſt enormous of crimes.” 


Oriſman had ſcarcely ended his ad- 
| dreſs, when a clap of thunder ſhook 
the houſe, and an unuſual brightneſs 
lightened the room, where he till re- 
mained on his. knees, and bowed to 
this apparent meſſage from the Moſt 
High. 4 | 121 


When Oriſman had recovered him- 
| ſelf a little, a voice tremendous as the 
trumpet of heaven, deſired Oriſman 


carefully to attend; and thus pro- 
ceeded : — | 


66 Cake, c 0 miſtakin\ many to doubt | 
__ the mercy and Juſtice of the ſupreme 
oh 2 770 <. Being, 
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From THE ARABIAN, 25 
being, who, though he acts by un- 


known ſprings, and ſeeming ſeveri- 


ties, is ever watchful for the happi- 


neſs of the virtuous; and is ever per- 


fectly conſiſtent in all his righteous 


laws.” 


8 Conſider, Oriſman, that this world 


is a tranſitory bubble, which muſt 
ſhortly burſt upon the ocean of time: 
that it is at leaſt but a ſhort voyage, 
in which every paſſenger muſt meet 
with ſome diſagreeable gale, in order 
to prove his dependence on the hand 
of infinite goodneſs, and ſhew that 
he is worthy of entering into the 


* everlaſting port of uninterrupted bliſs. . 


Without ſome adverſe ſtorms to ruſfle 
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the fea of life, the tide of proſperity 


would frequently eſtrange the heart 


into a forgetfulneſs of its Creator, 


Out of mercy, therefore, a variety 


of ſhoals and quickſands are thrown 


in the paſſage through this life, which, 


keeping the ſenſe of each paſſenger's 


dependence on the Divine Being; 
puts them in a capacity of ſteering 
in the proper channel, and enable 
them to arrive at endleſs happineſs 


in the realms of laſting love. 


e Know, Oriſman, that becauſe thou 


wert a particular favourite of heaven, 
it was decreed to ſnatch Almira from 
thy arms. She was 80 liter, Oriſ: | 
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FROM THE ARABIAN. 27 
* Ibrahim, thy father, journeying to 
% Balſora, took td wife the beauteous 
« Satira, who gave birth to the highly 
“ favour'd Almira. Oriſman, be com- 
“ forted: I have viſited her, and im- 
<« parted all theſe things, — Almira is 
« at eaſe—remain thou ſo too; and 
« remember never again to doubt 


a the hand of unerring providence, 


„which in due time will graciouſly 


ce reward whoever places their truſt and 
& confidence in his all-righteous de- 


* cyxaes.” 


Oriſman after this lived many years 
in the utmoſt tranquillity and peace.— 
He left many children who ſucceeded. 
to their father's virtues and fortune 
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and ordered theſe matters to be 
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che Caliph Haroun Al-Raſchid 
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TAL E S, 
corded in the hiſtory of Bagdad. 


the eldeſt of whom became grand Vi- 
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HASSAN. anv BALATIMA. 


N the city of Bagdad, 
1 2 1 during the reign of the 
n 


Caliph Haroun AlL Raf- 

chid, liv'd Haſſan the fon 
of Wilen, one of the moſt opulent 
ſubjects of the Eaſt. Fortune ſeemed, 


in his younger days, to have formed 


him for greatneſs; and on his entrance 
into manhood ſhe pointed out the path 
15 GC 2 _- 


30 M ORAL TALES, 
to glory. Wiſdom dictated the words 


of his lips, and humanity alone had the 


charge of his heart. The beams of the 
morning awoke him to pleaſure, and the 


ſhades of the evening prepared him for 


content, 


In this happy ſituation, Haſſan ſaw 
the revolving courſe of three hundred 
moons, when the Fates, who have the 
diſpoſal of all human felicity, permitted 
the ſtorms of adverſity to beat againſt 
his roof, and the ſouroe of his happineſs 
to murder his repoſe. 


Haſſan had juſt wedded Balatima, 
the daughter of Imaal, in whoſe virtues 
he treaſur'd up the bleſſings of his life, 
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g 3 and im whoſe beauty he had ſettled all 
e 4 the tranſports of his heart. She was 
4 | fair as the daughters of Paradiſe, and 
b | -comely as the cedar on the hills :—her 
: q | breath was more pure than the gales of 
the morning; —and the glance of the 
eagle was leſs piercing than her eye. 


Balatima's voice was more ſweet than 


the murmur. of the waters, —and her 
| boſom was as ſoft as the down upon the 

ſwan, The love of Haſſan was more 

to her than beauty,—and the happineſs. 
of her lord was dearer than her own. 


But the third moon had ſcarce gone 
down upon their nuptials, when jealouſy 
poſſeſs'd the heart of Haſſan :—he fan- 
cied himſelf ſunk in the affection of 
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Balatima, and concluded chat another 
had acceſs to the pleaſures which ey 
. mn— to himſelf, 


Balatima, conſcious of her own in- 
nocence, and a ſtranger to the ſentiments 
of Haſſan, that her expreſſions were 
open as the day, and her actions undiſ- 
guis'd as the ſun; ſaving that the 
younger brother of her lord, having, 
upon a particular occaſion, been forbid 
the houſe, Balatima uſed to admit him 
ſometimes diſguiſed into her apartments, 
till ſhe had an opportunity of N ; 
a reconciliation. | 


The infatuated Haſſan looked upon 
this unknown perſon as the betrayer of 
Balatima, 
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FROM THB ARABIAN, . 


Balatima, and the deſtroyer of his OWN 
honour :—and, tortur'd to madneſs with 
the moſt violent paſſion of the human 
breaſt, impatiently waited an occaſion 


of ſacrificing him to his vengeance. 


| Haſſan kept this reſolution ſecret as 
the night, till obſerving the ſuppoſed. 
adulterer coming in by. a back way,. 
muffled up in the ſhades of the evening, 
and the ſecurity of an. habit unknown. 
to any, he drew his ſabre, and making 
a ſtroke at his head, quickly brought 
him to the ground, and himſelf fell upon. 
the body by the force of the blow: 
but before he could recover himſelf, 
the brother, who had {till ſome ſtrength 


left, ſuppoſing his adverſary to have 


C4 been 
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34 Monat Tx 2's) 
been a defperate robber, drew a dagger 
from his ſide, and plung d it in the heart 
of Haſſan ; who gave a deep groan, 
and inſtantly expired. 


This unhappy incident was not ſo 
filently tranſacted, but ſome of the ſer- 
vants overheard it, who running out 
with lights, found their maſter mur- 
dered, and, to their greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, his brother lying by him, diſ- 


guiſed and weltering in his blood. 


The- unfortunate tidings, alas] too 
ſoon. reached the ears of the wretched 
Balatima, who, frantic for the death of 


her husband ſhe lov'd to diſtraction, 


unmediately ordered the greateſt care 


might 


FROM THE ARABTAN, 26 
might be taken: of Abuhan, for. the 
purpoſe of appearing with all poſſible 
expedition before the Cady, and ac- , 
count for the murder of her adored: 
Haſſan. | 


As Abuhan's wounds were not 
deemed mortal, the Caliph commanded: 
he ſhould be brought before himſelf... 


The defence made by the miſerable: 
Abuhan before the Commander of the: 
Faithful, was of very little effect: the 
circumſtance of the diſguiſe, and the 
former quarrel with his brother Haſſan, 
were produced as corroborating evi- 
dences, although the diſtracted Balatima 
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The unfortunate Abuhan was or- 
dered for immediate execution. — He 
was condemned to have his head ſet 
upon the higheſt gate of the city of 
Bagdad. The deſpairing youth heard 
his ſentence with amazing reſignation, 


REY 


e 


Fd 


and behaved with ſo decent and com- 
manding dignity, that the ſpectators 
were melted into tears. 
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Abuhan fervently called upon the 
Moſt High for a proof of his innocence, 
though at the ſame time; confeſſed alſo 
the juſtice of the Caliph in condemn- 
ing him to death, fince every apparent 
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FROM THE ARABIAN, 37 


circumſtance made ſo ſtrongly againſt 


him: — But he ſaid, that the God of 
his forefathers, whoſe eye was not 
bounded, nor whoſe knowledge circum- 
ſcribed, could ſee into the bottom of his 
heart, and ſhow how innocent he was 
of ſuch accuſation, and how faithfully 


he had related the whole of that melan- 


choly cataſtrophe. 


* 'Fhou everlaſting power, (ſaid the 
* pious Abuhan) in whoſe awful pre. 
« ſence J am doomed inſtantly to ap- 
% pear, if thy unbounded goodneſs 


„ ſhall think proper to clear up the 


« innocence of a wretched youth, con- 
„ demned for the murder of a brother 


< he ſincerely loved, O now exert thy 


al. 


38 Monar Tarrs,. 
* almighty influence, and ſmatch him 
from deſtruction! And thou, O 
Mahomet, who fitteſt in the preſence 
© of the everlaſting God, preſerve the 


reputation of a Mufulman, from 


\ 


© being handed down to poſterity, with 
«. the hated mention of the blackeſtt 


A 


& crime!“ 


* 


Abuhan's prayer was heard. — The 
ſeyen heavens opened, and Alla beheld 
him with an eye of merey. A clap of 

thunder ſhook the palace, and lo! ap- 
| peared the very form of the infatuated 
Haſſan. Balatima ſhrieked and faint- 
ed; the Caliph was terrified, and Abu - 
han was the only perſon undiſmayed at 
ſo extraordinary an apparition. 
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himſelf to Abuhan, began · 
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At length the concourſe being ſome- 
what compoſed, the ſpectre — 


« Forgive, O Abuhan ! the infatua- 
c en of : the wretch Haſſ: an, who 
“ thinking thee a villain that had 
<« tained his honour in the perſon of 
„ Balatima, by a too haſty fury had 
« condemned thee to theſe ſhades ;— 


but the righteous Alla, who knew 
Balatima's virtue and thy innocence, 


« juſtly puniſhed the intended mur- 


„ derer, who met his doom, where he 


& had purpoſed thine: O thou inno- 


„ cent Abuhan, if thou canft pardon, 
« take care of — Balatima, and 


„ aſlure 


—— 


49 Mona 8 


« aſſure her, that till ſhe forgives, the 
<< bitter tree of Zacon is the ſole repaſt 
. Haſſan, and he the man, who. 


20 doated on Balatima even unto 
4 death.“ 


This ſaid, the ſpirit vaniſhed in a 
cloud of ſmoke, and left the crowded 
palace in amaze. The innocence of 
Abuhan being atteſted by fo extraor- 
dinary an evidence, he was inſtantly ſet 
at liberty; and the Caliph ſhewed him 
afterwards the greateſt inſtances of his 

favour :=He ordered the hiſtory of 
Abuhan to be written in the records of 
Bagdad. 


Abuhan 
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FROM THE ARABIAN, 47 
Abuhan retired to the houſe of his 
deceaſed brother, and paſſed the re- 
mainder of his days in the moſt diſinte- 
reſted - friendſhip with the virtuous 
Balatima, 1 ns 
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* ** 


FEXHORISMAN, it *the ſon of A: 
. wh * poor peaſant in the neigh- 
[ x: HEL. bourhood of the city of Bag- 
3 dad, applied himfelf from his early 
youth, to the ſtudy of the book of 
Glory ;—which was dictated by an an- 
gel to Mahomet the Prophet of the 
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FRoM THE AnrABIAR. 4.3 
Moſt High. Its divine precepts took 
poſſeſſion of all his facultics, and he 
| paſſtd his days in retirement, entirely 
occupied in fervent prayer, and edi. 
rating upon the Khon. | 


 Corifman's fame for his ſanctity of 
life ſpread far and wide. Many 
flocked every day to aſk his advice, or 
to intreat him to offer up his prayer 
in their behalf. Coriſman was even 
reported, that he had . n 
miracles. 


Coriſman was totally diſintereſted, 
and frequently refuſed the preſents that 
were offered him, taking no more than 
what was juſt requiſite to procure the 

1 neceſſaries 


5 44 M ORAL TALES, 
neceſſaries of life. | Aſmong, the angel 
of diſcord, had no power over his 
heart, as all his paſſions were fubdued 
by devotion ; and his firm expectation 
of enjoying a laſting happineſs, in the 
_ Paradiſe promiſed by Mahomet to the 
faithful, baniſhed from his breaſt every 
— of en, been. 


The i Caliph Haroun Al- Raſchid his 
pening one day to paſs by the dwelling 
of Cariſman, he ſtopped to repoſe 
himſelf for a while, and. having pro- 
poſed ſome queſtions to the ſage, was 
ſtruck ſo much with his anfwers, that 
he entered into a further converſation 
with him; in which Coriſman acquitted” 

himſelf in ſuch a manner, as greatly | 


increaſed 5 


*"% 
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increaſed the high opinion, which the 
Caliph had conceived of his * 
abilities. 


20 


When the Comnintaidt of the Faith- 
ful had retired, he expreſſed himſelf in 
the following terms to Giafer, his Vizier 

and confidant : 2 


« What a pity it is, Giafer, that 
ce the extraordinary abilities of ſuch a 
* man, ſhould be buried in a remote 
corner of this wilderneſs. He ap- 
« pears to have a perfect power over 
„ all the emotions of his own mind, 
and muſt of conſequence have been 
born to command thoſe of others. 
2 < Though my authority ſurpaſſes chat 


«at - 


46 MOR AL Tarr „ 
of all my predeceffors, I look upon 
* this recluſe ſage, more powerful 
«© than mylelf. My breaſt is liable 
« to be torn by anxious cares :—and 
«whilſt obſequious crowds fall proſ- 
| trate before me, upon ning 
* my heart, I oft n find mo an : 
$6 _ flave to paſſion. 


* 


“ Giafer, I am. determined to carry 
60 « this learned Derviſe to my court, 
4 and employ him in affairs of im- 
cc portance. £ doubt. not, ſaid the 
6. Caliph, but he. will ſhortly ſhow 
ce bimflt able to caſe us of part of the 
« burden of public buſineſs.” 
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From TRE AAABIAN. 47 
an the caprices of his royal maſter, 
WM femed to approve of the hint; and 
A the Derviſe, though he at firſt modeſtly 
excuſed himfelf; thought it his dury 0 
1 obey the commands of his ſovereign, 
and accompanied him to the magnifi- 
5 cent ** of rere 8 


Coriſman upon his arrival was not 
1 in the leaſt dazzled by its ſplendour 
1 nor did che briltiancy of a polite court 
RN make any impreffion upon his ſenſes, 
He had been habiruared to thoughts of 
| a more ſublime nature. All che pa- 
3 gentry and pomp of life appeared to 
A him as tranſitory as the meteors with 
TJ which the eaſtern hemiſphere e by 
1 romentary and interrupted flaſhes. 

ce 5 


Fg Morart TALES, 
Coriſman's integrity preſerved him 
amidſt all the corruptions of a Court: 
and though in the prime of life, ap- 
peared altogether inſenſible to the al- 


lurements of beauty. He diſplayed. 
talents that ſurpaſſed every one, and 
yet did not appear ſenſible of his being 


poſſeſſed of ſuperior abilities. He diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in ſeveral places of 
truſt, and the Vizier Giafer, who . 
advanced in years, and grown weary 
of the burden of the public affairs, was 


highly pleaſed to have ſuch an aſſiſtant, 


and repreſented. his diligence and zealin 
the moſt favourable light to his maſter. = 


Giafer being * years * called | 
7 upon. by the angel of d, the Caliph 


upon 
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IT upon his recommendation inveſted Co- 
riſman with that important office. 


Although no miniſter had ever been 
more attached to his maſter, or ever 
given greater, and more general ſatis- 


faction than Giafer, Coriſman in the 
8 exalted ſtation to which he was raiſed, 
*X# acquitted himſelf ſo well, that Haroun 


Al-Raſchid ſoon ceaſed to regret in 
him the Vizier, though he had long 
| lamented the loſs of his confidant and 
| friend 


Ambition, however, took at laſt 
poſſeſſion of the heart of :Corifitan— 
But this change in the ſtate of his mind 
he was not for a long time aware of; 
for men of che greateſt penetration BY 
Vol. II, D often 


5 Moral TaLlts, 


often ignorant of the motives upon 
which they act. He till thought all 

his actions inſpired by devotion, though 
his ſoul, naturally elevated, could not 
reſiſt the influence of nin; yet was 
he ſuperior to all the temptations of 
luxury and voluptuouſneſs. This paſ- 
ſion impelled him to endeavour ſecretly 
to depreſs many of the chief perſonages of 
the court, and this cauſed a faction to be 
formed againſt him, to the machinations 
of which he had like to have fallen a 


Prey. 


A war, about that time, broke out 
between the Caliph and the Sultan of 
Damaſcus, and the army of the former 
being routed in the firſt engagement, 

| | the 


FROM THz AA ASIAN. 31 
the enemies of Coriſman found means 
to caſt the odium upon him, as he had 
the direction of public affairs. The 

enemies of Coriſman even went ſo far 
as to inſinuate, that he had betrayed his 
truſt, and baſely ſold the army to the 


enemies of his country. 


Coriſman, conſcious of his inno- 
cence, flew to the Caliph, and proſ- 
trated himſelf at his feet, begged that 
he might be indulged to command in 
perſon in the ſecond expedition. To 
this the Caliph agreed, but aſſured him, 
that his head ſhould anſwer for the 
ſucces, FRO 


D 2: dl The 


52 Morar TALE 5, 
Ihe Vixier ſet out directly, and hav- 
ing defeated the enemy in a bloody 
battle, returned in triumph, bringing 


their General priſoner to Bagdat. 


The Sultan of Damaſcus was glad to 


ſue for a peace, and the Vizier, having 


fully vindicated his conduct, reſigned 
his employment. Having ſerved his 
country faithfully, he begged leave to 
retire, in order to dedicate his few re- 
maining days to the ſervice of Alla 
and his holy Prophet Mahomet. 


a Coriſman obtained his requeſt, and 


notwithſtanding his retreat was rendered 
every way commodious by the bounty 


of his maſter; his heart, which had 


Once 


* 1 «a 


: lb OS — — 
> 1 We N r ms 
8 EE HE NOS IE er A N 


> 
F 
RS" Ee. 


* 
=) 
Og 
"7.35 
+ 
wy 
1 
k * 
- 88 
1 
1 
- = 
Re... 
__— 
WE by 
1 
Wh. 
"4 £- 
G * 1 
1 
95 3 by 
P * 
2 1 
n 
„ 
1 
+a 1 
ER, 
_—_— 
; 84 * 
1 1 
So 20Y 
WR... 
$5" a, 
., ©, Re 

REY 
* 1 
. 1 
** e 
ff Ws 
8 BS B 

- 7 

« *** 
3 BY 

"<4 i 
© 
3 
11 
1 

7 Ry 5 > 

% * * 
Res, 5. 

3 = 
; - "= 
—_— 

. 1 i 

f 3. . 
_—_— 
1 

; _—* 
» 2 

r 

„ 

92 1 2 
_ 
EF 2 
F. - 1 * 5 
"=" 5 
_ 

#5 33 
LF, 4 

„* 
| , 

: 6 
1 „ 
Be. 
4 AY 

EV 
"OR 
2 F515 88 
. 
1 
8 T 1 
n 
1 

* 5% 
* N 

1 
13 
1 85] 
of 

5 vb 

—_— 
- 2X F004 
1 ny 
. 
„ 

LE £289 7 

7 „ 
„„ 
3 5 * 

WF. * 5 

1 
1 

1 4 
I 1 + a 

r 

„ 

q N 
od b= By 

25 SW 
r 
E 

3 

N 

* 5 2 394 
„ 
4 AY! 
+». 
3 
| a 
5 Tre # 

- 6-4 
FS. 2 
1 
„ 
11 $, 

by 13 
Wy 

5 

* 


2 ; * — — 
. AS * 8 . 
n 3 
n 


a 


FROM THE ARABIAN. 33 


once given way to ambition, ſoon be- 
came reſtleſs; and ſolitude, which he 
once delighted in, became burdenſome 
and tedious. 


Coriſman had almoſt formed a deſign 
to return to Bagdad, when happening 
to walk one evening in his garden, re- 
volving on this ſtrange project with 
the utmoſt agitation of mind, he fat 
down in an harbour, and was ſoon after 
oppreſſed with a ſound ſleep. An an- 
gel appeared to him, beautiful as the 
vyouths, who preſent a delicious goblet 
to the faithful upon their arrival 
into Paradiſe, and addreſſed him as 
follows: 5 0 

223 « Coriſmany 


gi 54 Mok AlL TALES, 

1 46 Coriſman, though born in a low 
* «* condition, you once aſpired to the 
* higheſt things. During your reſi- 
* dence at a court, you have liſtened to 
| “the ſuggeſtions of ambition, and 

11 « your mind has contracted a litt leneſs 

« when you thought yourſelf in the 
e moſt exalted ſphere. I compaſſion- 


| &« ate your diſquietude, and will diſpel 5 
it « the miſt which has ſo long darkened. 
1 % your eyes, by diſplaying to you ob- ky 

« jets which tranſcend all human 


« orandeur,” | 
This ſaid, he flew with Coriſman to 
Paradiſe, where having taken one view ? 
[i of the glories of that place, awaked, - || 
x EM with ij 
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with a full conviction of the vanity of 


. 


worldly greatneſs. 


The pious Coriſman paſſed the re- 
mainder of his life in conſtant medi- 
tation and prayer, till greatly advanced 
in age, when he was called to immor- 
tality by the angel of death. | 
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Z AMIR Ax p RIS THREE SONS, 


** EEE AMI R lived in the 


«+ great and opulent city 
* of of Bagdad.--The eſteem, 


NX N love, and admiration of 


all men he deſerved and enjoyed. The 
virtues of a father, a huſband, a maſter, 
and a friend, were eminently conſpicu- 
ous in Zamir. Benevolence was his 
characteriſtic :—diſtreſs entitled the 


ed to his friendſhip, who never 


ſought 
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fought his aſſiſtance but were relieved 
by his falutary advice, or fortune, when 
circumſtances required ir. Like the | 
wide, ſpreading, bounteous Nile, he 
broke the narrow bounds preſcribed by 
worldly maxims, that his goodneſs 
might extend to all mankind. 


Zamir Iong enjoyed that complacent 
happineſs, which ariſes from inward 
ſatisfaction; from that ſelf-applauding 
ſpirit, which the beneficent tenor of 2 
life ſo ſpent never fails to produce. 
But what is man? How frail, how | 
vain are all his fond imaginations ? 
The baſis of yon ſtately pile, the labour 
af an age, the wonder of far diſtant 

countries, time ſhall hake: — the lordly 
7 D 3 | lian 
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lion and generous ſteed exult in their 


: Monrar Tar rs, 


prime; they paſs but a few ſummers 
and their ſtrength and ſwiftneſs fail. 
The roſe, the lilly, pride of vernal 
| beauty, bloom but their ſhort ſeaſon, 
then fade and die. Death pays defe- 
rence to none—Zamir thine hour was 


COme. 


Zamir felt the near approach of that 
awful and deſtroying miniſter, at whoſe 
coming nature ſhrinks. His three chil - 
dren, youths of happy preſage, in ſi- 
lent ſadneſs attended their expiring pa- 


rent. 


My ſons, ſaid the almoſt breathleſs 
« Zamir, you ſee me 9 to reſign up 
« this 
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this life for that ſtate my good or evil: 
actions ſhall have merited : conſider. 
therefore that ye are mortal — that ye: 

were not created for yourſelves alone; 
your country and ſociety have large 


demands and expectations from you. 


ce Sometimes the. poſt of honour is a: 
private ſtation, but the example of a: 
virtuous character will extend its in- 


fluence moſt within the largeſt circle. 


* Go into the world, my ſons; bur 
let not the charms and blandiſhmentss. 
of proſperity too much affect you,, 
nor let adverſity depreſs the mind 
cobicb heaven made above it. There- 


is a happy ſtate, which, when we- 
have 


% Morat Tarps; 


“ have ſhaken off the earthly form, is 
« given as a reward to virtue: thither 
« let the courſe of your aſpiring vir- 
* tues bend. In this ſtate the ſoul 
ſhall never die; but taſte eternal bliſs 


e with appetite unwearied and un- 


* 


* 


* cloyed. The way is free to all.— 
Let not, my ſons, the thorny path, 
* the cares and troubles of the world 
« deſtroy your perſeverence. Follow 


e thoſe characters which truth and rea- 


„ ſon bid you approve. Take virtue 
« for your guide, aud doubt not the 


« ſucceſs. 
| The awful ſcene, the dawning hopes | 


of ſuch delightful happineſs warmed 
each breaſt with imitative virtue. As 
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they expreſſed their grateful ſentiments, 
the good old man, in a ſoft murmur, 


like what the * infant breathes, 
| expired. 


| Ap the time was elapſed, which 
ſons like thoſe of Zamir would pay in 

decent ſorrow to the memory of ſuch a | 
father, they determined to put in exe: 
cution his laſt injunctions. | 


The dawning beauties of the morn | 
appeared—the chearful lark ſprung up- 
wards from - his neſt in thrilling notes, 
to all creating power, when the ſons of 
Zamir departed. from the city of Bag- | 
dad for the Emperor's Court; where 
| their 
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their accompliſhments ſoon pain'd them 
many friends. 

Manar, the eldeſt, a youth of a gene- 
rous diſpoſition, often paſſed his time 
in converſing with the firſt officers of 
the army. Their frequent diſcourſes 
on the events of war rouſed his lively 
imagination: he wiſhed, he longed for 
opportunities of danger, to exert his 

courage. In en Manar _ after 


„ — *MX#_- 


> 


9 
> 


The military encouraged his deſires, _ 
and he was recommended to their chief, 
who made him a captain. His good 
qualities gained him the eſteem and 
love of his ſoldiers—hys heroic courage 

and 
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and noble contempt of death, when 
danger was requiſite, acquired him ge- 
neral admiration. Manar's actions 
ſpoke for him, and he became a leader 
of an higher ſtation. His benevolent 
mind procured him an univerſal eſteem 
— his generoſity and perſonal ſervices. 
{till more; while he enjoyed the praiſes. 
ſo liberally beſtowed upon: him for his: 
victories, with that ſenſible pleaſure, 
which modeſt virtue in. a youthful 
heart approves. Manar's good fortune 
continuing, the fame of his actions in- 
creaſed, He had a great ſhare in the. 
Emperor's favour, and became one of 
his Generals. 91 kt 


Naſarm 


Nds Tatns; * 


„ Naſarm, the youngeſt, was of a 


comely perſon, and lively genius. His 
company was eagerly ſought after by all 
—the women eſpecially paid the greateſt 
deference to all he ſaid: Naſarm ſpoke. 
with ſo much eaſe and elegance that 
the young nobles of the caurt choſe 
him as their pattern and he taſted 
with that pleaſure, which youth is en- 
amoured with, the admiration which 
was paid him. 
0 | | 8 800 
Oſmin choſe a different path from ei- 
ther. Thoſe men in whom he diſco- 
vered the greateſt eminency, whether 
in the inveſtigation of truth, or ſuch 
practical knowledge as is of a more im- 
e mediate 
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mediate uſe in life, were the perſons 
whoſe converſation he ſought. 


The ſtudy of the laws, - the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, the general good 


of mankind, were his Ichief employ- 75 | 


ment: it was therefore but by ſlow de- 
grees that he attracted the notice of the 
world; but it was on the ſureſt founda- 
tion he had fixed his . 


pu ſome years were FRE by each, 
in their reſpective purſuits, the brothers 
met, to compare the different degrees of 


happineſs they ſeverally produced. 


Manar declared, that however pleaſ. 
ing the incenſe of 2 by his heroic 
actions 
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actions might appear to a young man, 
yet the pleaſure was but tranſient, the 
reflection falling ſhort of that happineſs 
he expected from it, at his firſt — 
out in life. 


Manar alſo obſerved, that he found 
himſelf not ſatisfied even with his vari- 
ous ſucceſſes, —He longed for the ſole 
command, and an expedition of ſuch - 
importance, that ſo the ſucceſs might 
ſignalize his name to the lateſt poſterity. 


Oſmin replied, © I fear, dear brother, 
“ your generous, active ſpirit has car- 
= ried you farther than it ought. You 
e .have exceeded the bounds my father 
5 preſcribed ;ﬀ= AMBITION, and not tbe 
| 3 irtuons 
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tc viftuous employment he adviſed, has 
* been your principal purſuit,” 


Naſarm declared his diſſatisfaction 
in theſe terms. The general admira- 
tion paid to me on my firſt appear- 
% ance by youth of my age, and parti- 
« cularly by the fair part of the crea- 
ei tion, whom all are ſo ſtudious to 
6 pleaſe, have coſt me infinite pains 
and trouble to preſerve, My dreſs, 
„my manner, and turn of converſation, 
* have all been ſtudied. Their argu- 
« ments, and chief of their diſcourſes, 
« turn on trifles, which, at the ſame 
time they become unedifying, are un- 
doubtedly barren of entertainment. 
I have teo rigidly complied with 
LW | „ cuſtom 
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« cuſtom, — though, indeed, I have 


ſucceeded in keeping up the reputa- 
« tion of my character. However, 


upon reflection, my admirers are not 


the people by whom I would feriouſ- 


ly wiſh to be praiſed.” 


2 Door brother, faid Oſmin, your 


1 ane too has been vide of our 


“ father's intention. A falſe and too 
eager deſire of praiſe and adulation, | 


« have made you emulous in trifles— 


<« the ſame, nay a leſs exertion of your 
<- talents upon proper objects had been 
ea laudable emulation; but believe 


* me, VANITY ig as Wide of it as Au- 


„ BITION.“ 


4 


The 
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The two brothers acknowledged the 
| propriety of Oſmin's obſervations, and 
applauded his practical illuration of 
_ their parent's advice. 


The gratification of the paſſions is 
an endleſs pyrſuit : on the contrary, 
while they are kept in ſubjection, and 
directed to proper objects, they will 
produce an internal ſatisfaction, that is 
not to be effected by outward incidents. 
The EMULATION of heavenly virtue, is 
| the ſure road fo HONOUR and greatneſs. 


Ee. 
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A He Re Wege: 
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GENGISKAN any Z ULI 


1. 1 N the ſouthern part of the 


EP 4 globe i is ſituated, the happy 
FR iſland, ſo celebrated for the 


| mildneſs of its climate, and the manners 


of its inhabitants. Humanity, good 
faith, candour, | and probi ty, have there 
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fixed their abode; — Virtue alone is 
there known and revered, —Letters are 
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cultivated hoſpitality practiſed and 
its people fear their Ged. Equivoca- 


tion, ſlander, trifling talk, never ſo 
prettily expreſſed, have no admittance 
in their polite circles. Reaſon preſides 
at their enlivening converſe - wit and 


ſenſe goes hand in hand, while ſenti- 
ment gives the ever pleaſing reliſh, 


„ 4% 


In this. delightful je, nothing diſ- 
agreeable, nothing peeviſh, hot, or 
overbearing is heard, even in their dif- 
putes :—they only ſerve to clear and 


brighten up their fertile imaginations. 


Treachery, hypocriſy, falſe friendſhip, 
have ever been baniſhed this. fortunate 
ifland. It is, perhaps, the only place 
where the ſweets of love are known: 


nd - 


every 
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every where elſe, love is biaſed by in- 
tereſt, vanity, or ſpirit of libertiniſm. 
Here they-love only for the pleaſure of 


The moſt beautiful part of the crea- 
tion have here no cauſe to fear, either 
the indiſcretion of a beau, the caprices 
of a coxcomb, or the ſlander of a rival. 
Hymen crowns the flames of love; but 
does not extinguiſh them. Every man 
i is happy by loving his * and _—_ 
| in ſo doing. FA | 


It was upon this charming ſpot that 
a violent ſtorm caſt the unfortunate 
* Gengiſkan, King of Perſia; fortune had 

left him only what ſhe could not de- 
prive 
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prive him of—the air and ſtature of an 


hero—a ſweet and ſociable temper— 


great abilities—and ſentiments worthy 
of his exalted birth. 


The inhabitants of the iſland, in- 


formed of his misfortunes, ſtrove which 


ſhould be the firſt to alleviate them, 
Accordingly he was lodged magnifi- 
cently—a houſhold was formed for him, 
and a penſion allotted, ſufficient for all 
his expences, from the public revenues. 


Gengiſkan, King of Perſia, felt- as 


he ought the noble hoſpitality of the 


iſlanders.—If he wiſhed ſometimes to 


| re-aſcend the throne of his fathers, it 


was the better to ſhew them his grati- 
Vol. II. = tude. 


os Mo KAL r 


tude. The laſt ſtroke which fortune N 
had given him affected him but little: / 


Pet his heart was till full of the loſs 
he had ſuſtained. The beauteous Zara 
had been torn from him the very day 
he was to have married her, by the moſt 


cruel of deaths. 


| This misfortune had rendered him, 
as it were, inſenſible 'to the loſs of his 
kingdom. Time, though generally 
maſter of the moſt affecting ſentiments, 
had not been able to leſſen his grief :— 
The amiable and captivating Zara was 1 
preſent to his eyes. He ſaw her in all 
her blooming charms — ſhe ſmiled ten- 
derly upon him, and begged him to 
5 ——— 
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moderate his afflictions. Could he, 


he had never lov'd her much. 


The Prince experienced | every day 
the truth of this maxim—that one never 
knows the full value of a thing ſo well 


as after one has loſt it. In vain were 


every means employed to diſſipate his 


a ſorrow. In the moſt brilliant feaſts 


the moſt ſumptuous entertainments— 
the moſt enlivened circles—yet melan- 
choly pierced through all his utmoſt 
efforts to conceal her. She followed 


him into his cloſet, that ſcarcely could 


he beſtow a few moments on ſtudy, 
which, though a prince, he was fond 
of, and cultivated with every poſſible 
ſucceſs, 9 
SS Gengiſkan, 


1 
| 
! 
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+ Gengiſkan, the King of Perſia, was 


one day upon a viſit, when a ſervant 


announced the coming of the beauteous 


Zuli. The prince had heard much 
talk of her, as the moſt amiable woman 
in the iſland, but had never ſeen her. - 


How great was his ſurprize, when 


he ſaw the lovely Zuli, in whom he 
perceived all the attractive features . 


his much lamented Zara! This cele- 
brated beauty could ſtand the teſt of 


the niceſt inveſtigation ſeperately in 


every part, and of which, the whole 


put together, charmed the eye of every 
beholder. There never was ſo perfect 
a reſemblance. The fame air — the 


_ * ſame graces, ſtruck ſo 


LY 


forei bly 


my 
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forcibly the heart of Gengiſkan, that 
he could hardly refrain his tranſports. 
How often was he on the point of 
throwing himſelf at her feet! —He, 
however, checked himfelf : but his in- 
voluntary fighs, his colour, his looks 
now animated, now languiſhing, and 
always fixed upon the ſame object, 
plainly evinced his extreme agitation. 
Every one perceived it but the lovely 
Zuli, who was too modeſt to impute 
what ſhe ſaw to the effects of her 
charms, and too virtuous to give the 
leaſt : attention ;—ſhe therefore retired 


after a very ſhort viſit. 


From. this moment, the prince made 
the love-· commanding Zuli the object 
| E 3 o 
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of all his care :—he ſought her with the 
moſt unwearied attention. The name 
of Zuli was no ſooner articulated, but 
Gengiſkan's cheeks inſtantly reddened, 
and a new life ſprang up in him. A 
charming gaiety took place of that 
deep melancholy which reigned in him 
ever ſince, the loſs of his. dearly be- 
loved Zara. The ſudden tranſition of 
his mind ſhone in all his words :—the 
deſire of pleaſing, furniſhed him with 
an infinite variety of fine thoughts, 
which were as happily expreſſed ; while 
his mind was the interpreter of his 


ſentiments. | 


- The virtuous Zuli was too tenderly 
beloved, to remain long ignorant of the 
| prince's 
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prince's attachment to her perſon. 
Every thing confirmed the ſuſpicion, 
which her duty condemned. The 
beauteous Zuli had principles, ſhe had 
virtue, but ſhe had alſo ſelf- love. 'Tis 


a ſentiment ſo natural to a woman, who 


knows herſelf to be pretty l -Zuli had 
a tender heart is it a defect? is it a 


merit ?—The love of Gengiſkan, king 
of Perſia, flattered her—his words 
his actions touched her too ſenſibly. 


However, the Prince was not the hap- 


pier for that circumſtance :—on the 
contrary, finding herſelf unable to 
filence the emotions of his heart, ſhe 


reſolved, at leaſt, to conduct herſelf in 


ſuch a manner, as not to give the leaſt 


room for ſcandal, by confining her- 


E 4 ſelf 
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ſelf at home, in order to avoid his 


fight. 


The beautiful Zuli redoubled her 
aſſiduity to her lord :—ſhe would have 
loved him; but is it in the power of 
any one to command his affeCtions ? 
Zuli could not go beyond efteem—the 
prince alone poſſeſſed her heart. He 


was too near her. A circumſtance ſhe 


greatly feared; leſt he ſhould find 


means to wreſt the ſecret from her. 
This determined Zuli to avoid his 
prefence by retiring into the country. 


* 


Afflicting news to Gengifkan ! For 
though the lovely Zuli ſo prudently 


withdrew herſelf, he ſought to breathe 


the 


From THE ARABIAN, 81 


the ſame air, and to throw himſelf in 


her way : and though, without ſucceſs, 


he always enjoyed a certain pleaſure 


inſeparable from the hope of ſeeing 


her. 


Zuli's country houſe was but a few 


days journey from the city. The 


paſſionate prince, unable to bear her 


abſence, repaired ſecretly to the village, 
accompanied by a friend, who was the. 


confidant of his love for Zuli. 


In a little wood, which cloſed the 
avenue of her tural retreat, there often 


walked Gengiſkan and his friend. The 


Prince's misfortunes—his paſſion—the 


charms of the adoreable Zuli= her 


perfect 


- 
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perfect likeneſs to the unfortunate Zara, 
were the uſual ſubjects of their conver- 


ſation. 


One day the prince happened to be 
alone, and his reverie inſenſibly led him 
to a garden door, which gave way as 
ſoon as he touched it. He was enrap- 
tured with the fight, which preſented to 
his eyes, —ſtately walks, fo long, that 
he could not ſee their end,— murmuring 
brooks, which, after ſeveral windings 
united, and were loſt in a moſt ſuperb 
reſervoir of the whiteſt marble, —innu- 
merable ſtatues, of the moſt finiſhed 
ſculpture, while every where the varie- 
* flowers perfumed che enchanting 


ſcene, 
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ſcene, and which received additional 


luſtre from one of the fineſt days that 


a was. 


8 Ca King of Perſia, having 
walked ſome time in this delightful 
place, he approached an alcove, where 


he thought he ſaw a woman. It was 
the beauteous Zuli. 


| Gengiſkan's heart told him ſo before 
he was near enough to know her. The 
faireſt of women was deep in thought, 
her head, languiſhingly inclined, was 
reſted upon both her hands. Her eyes 
were fixed on the earth and the copious. 


tear ran ſlowly down her cheeks. In 
| - this 


Ul 
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this ſituation, how. lovely did the Pr 


pear to the . 5 


Perſia's deſerted ſovereign placed him- 
ſelf. in ſuch a poſition, as not to looſe 
the leaſt of her emotions. « Misfor- 
tunes will never end,” exclaimed the 
kr Zuli. Then after a few mo- 
ments ſilence, 00 But have I deſerved | 
5 them! ? What can 1 reproach myſelf | 


te 


with ? Have I not done every thing 


jn my power to conquer an unhappy | 


* 


0 inclination ? Is f it not in er der to tri- 


6c umph over it, 1 have left the place 
e which was ſo full of charms to me? 
« Cruel duty! How rigorous thy yoke! | 
„How dear does the ſacrifice which I 
make to thee coft the wretched Zuli ! 
. N And 
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4 * and you, too amiable, and tOO unfor- | 
ce tunate prince, you would be well re- 
ce venged, if you knew what I ſuffer, 


“for having treated you with ſo much. 
<« rigour.” | 


| 1 I n by 


1 What words can expreſs the various 

| emotions with which the faſcinated mo- 
narch was agitated ? Unable to contain 
himſelf, he ruſhes precipitately into * | 
arbour, and throws himſelf at Zili's 
feet. In the firſt ſurpriſe, into which 
his phrenzey threw her, ſhe could. only 
ſay, « Ah! prince, is it you ??* Gen- 

0 giſkan had ſeized one of her fair hands, 

V ich he bathed with his rears, 


| \ \\ - £ Is. it poſſible, Madam, ſaid he ta 
Zuli, with that air which perſuades ſa 


s 8 | 8 well, 


n 
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well, with that accent, which a tender 
paſſion only can give, Is it poſſible, 
«* that you ſhould feel for my ſufferings 
« That my love ſhould have touched 
* you! Oh, I ſhall be too happy !—] 
te ſhall be too happy. ; 


Can I regret the crown of Perſia ? 
I have again found my Zara—lI have 
« found her embelliſhed with a thou- 
L ſand new charms.” . 


Do you conſider what you are ſay- 
„ ing, prince, anſwered Zuli, when 
you addreſs this language to me? Do 
« you know that the laws of honour, ' 
* of duty and of religion forbid me to 


<« hear it? Do you know that I cannot, 
: that 


te 
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that I ought not to love any but him 
to whom fate has joined me? Do you 
know it, prince, and are you not afraid 
of afflicting me? Will you render me 
miſerable ? Will you render me deſ. 
picable? Oh ! Gengiſkan, ill-fated 


ſovereign, have pity on me. 


If my peace of mind—if my hap- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


vs 


<c 


pineſs is dear to you, avoid all fu- 
ture opportunities of ſeeing the 
wretched Zuli; and endeavour even 


to forget that the unfortunate Zuli 


„ever had exiſtence.” 


What orders! How rigorous! I 


ceaſe to love you | replied the capti- 
vated Gengiſkan.— Can] forget you, 
i lovely 
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* e Zuli 2—Oughe love to expect 
to be the cauſe of hatred 1 


do not hate you, prince, you: 
* know it too well,” anſwered the 


heart-bleeding Zuli. 


; - 
Cy * * * 


« You do not hate me, and you for- 


bid my ſeeing you ever more! What 

. ou could the molt cruel of mine enemies 
£ do. more? — But your lovely eyes 
are bedewed with tears, and it is I 

<< who make them flow : 

“ Yes, it is you, O prince our 
ſituation ſhakes my very ſoul. I 


feel too ſenſibly what you ſay IL am 


* 90 ſtranger to your paſſion, perhaps 


© more 


c 


cc 
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more than I ought. I was eaſy, I 


was happy before I knew you—why 
then did you come to diſturb my 


repoſe? You have diſcovered my 
weakneſs; and I have not feared 
letting you be a witneſs of: 1 


was incumbent.on me- to make you 


-this ſincere confeſſion, which will 
ſerve to ſtrengthen me in the reſolu- 


tion J have taken, never to ſee you 


.marc-”.... e Te N 


= 


At theſe words, the virtuous Zuli- 


aroſe, and left the.unhappy Gengiſkan 
in a ſituation eaſier to be imagined than 

deſcribed. After a few moments he 
mournfully took the way back to the 


vgs. 


60 How 
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6% How wretched am 1; ſaid Perſie's 
* monarch to his friend. I am be- 
* loved—it could not be concealed 


c from me. But ought I to rejoice in 


it, ſince it is that love which is the 
cauſe of all my miſery? Was I but 


„ indifferent to the lovely Zuli, I 


* - ſhould at leaſt fee the object of my 


ce paſſion—I would then endeavour to 
* pleaſe, and might perhaps have ſuc- 


& ceeded in the attempt—or I might 


have conquered this 2 attach- 


« ment.” | oo 


The prince was returned to the city. 
He there received the moſt favourable 
news from Perſia. The cruelty of the 
uſurper, and the mal-adminiſtration of 


. his 
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his government, had revolted the minds 
of all ranks among his ſubjects. The 
unhappy "Perſians felt the iron rod of 
tyranny, yet dared not even to com- 
plain. A murmur or the leaſt hint of 
diſcontent, were puniſhed with inſtant 
death, d 


De tyrant had cauſed various in- 
ſtruments for the king of terrors in 
every city and town throughout his 
whole dominions. How many unfor- 
tunate victims expiated daily their zeal 
for their country and for their lawful 


prince ? 


To be ſcreened from this uſurper's 
rage, it was not enough to have ſub- 
| mitted 


= 
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| mitted to his yoke without murmuring. 
Whoever was rich was criminal no- 
thing could ſatisfy his unſatiable avarice 
and cruelty. Mourning and deſolation- 
were ſpread throughout the moſt illuſ- 
trious families of his kingdom. 


A conduct ſo odious had produced 
the effects it ought naturally to pro- 
duce. Some of Gengiſkan's loyal ſub- 

| jects - concerted meaſures for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of their lawful ſovereign. 
Their numbers increaſed ; and they 
ſoon found themſelves a. conſiderable. 
party, which made the tyrant loſe both 
his throne and life, 2 5 


oy" 
The. 


— 
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The crown had few. charms for the 
love-ſick Gengiſkan, without the vir- 
tuous Zuli :—but he owed himſelf to 
a whole people, Who Preſſed his return. 


. * N 


Gengiſkan ſettled every thing for his 
departure. The day was already fixed, 
when he learnt that the love-command- | 
ing Zuli had juſt loſt her huſband. 
This news ſuſpended' the return, of the 
prince — he aſked, and obtained leave to 
viſit his beloved Zuli. Could ſhe re- 
fuſe him? No; her ſenſibility revolted 
at the negative. ; How captivating did 
ſhe appear in her ſable garb! Her 
complexion vied with the virgin ſnow. 
Fer eyes, for being leſs lively than 
uſual, were not leſs affecting. 


* 
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The Prince had too much command 
Ff himſelf to mention his own ſenti- 
ments. He repeated his viſits, with- | 
out the moſt diſtant alluſion of his love, 
Could he give her a ſtronger proof of 
his inviolable attachment? | 


The beauteous Zuli felt all the merit 
of his delicacy : — nothing obſtructed: 
the inclination of her heart. Jealouſy, 
rage, tears, deſpair, the unhappy con- 
ſequences of an imprudent ſtep, pre- 
ſented themſelves i in all their — 
| horrors, and armed her virtue. 


" Gengiſkan, King of Rog experi · 
enced ſuch a coldneſs from his lovely 
2a, that made him abſolutely deſpair: 


The 
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— he could not conceive to what he Was 
to impute this alarming alteration. 


fs it my Zuli, ſaid Gengiſkan to 
< his friend, who thus oppreſſes me 
* with grief ? Is it ſhe, who, through 
« the moſt aſtoniſhing of caprice, has 
„ paſſed at once, from the tendereſt 
love, to the moſt mortifying indif- 
4 ference ? She did love me, —T cannot 
doubt it—that love would have been 
« the happineſs of my life. Why has 
4 ſhe changed? Ah! could J have ex- 
©. pected this fatal ſtroke to my repoſe 


The world were unanimous in praiſ- 
« ing the goodneſs of her heart, the 
e ſweetneſs of her temper, her extreme | 
« ſenſibility. Gratitude is ſaid to be 
| «© mer 
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&- her favourite virtue. I think ſhe then 


<< owes ſome to my ſentiments for her.“ 


uli continued to treat Gengiſkan in 


che fame manner—but Kill he perſiſted. 


The certainty of not having a rival, left 


him room to hope. The news which he. 
received from his kingdom Preſſed his 


immediate return. He. ſought an ex pla- 
nation with the lovely Zuli, with a pre- 
determination the moment it was effected 


to return to his dominions. 


One of Zuli's women, whom he 
had gained over to his intereſt, intro- 
duced him into her apartment. She. 
was then alone, buſted. in making tape- 


ie Theprince approached her with that 
tumidity 


cc 


cc 
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| timidity, which is inſeparable from true 
love. He looked at her, ſighed, and 
ſtammered out a few words. She un- 
derſtood him, and was moved. Could 
ſhe-be otherwiſe? Sentiment preſented” 
itſelf to her imagination under the moſt” 
ſeducing form. A look, and the big 
ſwoln tear, unveiled her heart to Per- 
ſia's lord. 


hall I be happy, Madam,” faid 
Gengiſkan, falling at her feet. You 


“ do not anſwer, madam.” —— 


Ah prince! Does not my ſilence 


6 ſpeak ſufficiently ? But after all,“ 5 


added the amiable Zuli, to Wwhat F 
8 4 
“ will this love lead us?“: 4 
| | 4 
Vor. II. F . 1 
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* To every thing, Madam,” inter- 
rupted the prince. Is it not love 
„ which. conſtitutes the happineſs of 
* ſenſible hearts? Every hour of our 
lives will be marked with a new 
< pleaſure, Seated on my throne, you 
< will give laws to all my ſubjects.— 
I will diſtinguiſh myſelf from them 
*. U ly by my readineſs to execute your 


«© commands.” 


« What doth the kingof Perſiamean? 
« Am I of birth to dare pretend to ſo 
L illuſtrious a rank ?” 


« Birth is ſo little, Madam, your 
ee, e mind 
1 
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« -your virtue—render you worthy to 


"06 


command the univerſe.” 


But will not your ſubjects mur- 
mur? Is it not to be feared they 
may rebel, and, by force of arms, 


overturn. a throne, which ſeems as 


yet but tottering?“ 


«© My ſubjects are made to obey me 
and when they know you, they will 
applaud my choice. — Beſides, what 
have I to fear in fighting for you? 


I am ſure of victory. Refuſe me 
not a bleſſing on which the happi- 
neſs of my life depends.“ 


F 2 36M But 


o Mot r Tals 


* 0 
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<- But what I owe to the memory of 


my Lord — does he require ſuch 


ſacrifices ? Will he think himſelf 


abliged to you for them? — And 
what I owe myſelf, do you reckon 
that as WN alſo?“ 


„What! Madam, 1 you hive: 


had the misfortune to loſe your huſ- 
band, muſt you bury yourſelf alive? 
—At your age, with ſo many attrac- 


tive charms, cannot a new engage 


ment ſucceed without a crime? I 
do not ſpeak of a crown, which 
would dazzle any other, as its ſplen- 
dour is Ibſt when ſet up in compe- 
tition with my beloved Zuli. Will 
you cruel Zuli, — will you drive a 

& faithful 
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faithful lover to deſpair, who lives 


only for you 2—who places all his 


glory, all his happineſs, in pleaſing 


the moſt amiable, the moſt beautiful 


of women, and who w.ſhes not to re- 


aſcend the throne, but that he might 


ſeat you upon it. Ah! Madam, is 
it the memory of your loſt lord ? Is 
it your duty which preſcribes ſo 


cruel an order ?—Ts that the reward 


which you have reſerved for the moſt 


affectionate of men?“ 


« The ſtruggle is over, dear Prince, 
—your perſuaſion. has prevailed — I 


yield. Surely we were born for each. 


E feel 1t,—O how happy ſhall Ibe, 
* if your felicity ſhould equal mine!“ 


AN 3 In 


% 
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In a few days their nuptials were 
announced to a people who were unani- 
mous in their plaudit. Gengiſkan, 
king of Perſia, returned with his virtu- 
ous conſort to his dominions. On 
their arrival the moſt loyal of ſubjects 
teſtified their 107, and approbation, The 
queen's beauty and virtue gained the 
hearts of all. Adored by the king— 
adored by her * ſubjects — ſhe expe- 
rienced that felicity ſhe had ſo highly 


merited, 


8 


* 
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IRIS 
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IRIS and MAHMUT. 


1 EN N the reign of Abbas the 
Mt ya Great, King of Perſia, among 
. HM the dancers of his palace was 
the beautiful damſel, named Iris. The 
report of her charms had cauſed the 
maſter of the revels to bring her from | 
Casbin to Iſpahan. 

„ The 
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The mother of Iris was a dancer alſo; 
but as ſhe had honourably diſtinguiſhed 
herſelf from her female companions, 
ſhe demonſtrated, that virtue is practi- 
cable in every ſituation of life, however 


lippery or dangerous. 


3 had Iris appeared on the 
theatre of the capital, but ſhe found 
herſelf beſet by the grandees, who 
ſtrove to pleaſe her by the ſame means 
that had won many others in that ſta- 
tion. The one exhauſted all his rhe- 


toric in commending her ſhape and 


manner. — Another extolled the form 


of her face, her complexion, and the 
regularity of her features.—A third, to 
give weight to the encomiums he had 


beſtowed 


[ 


/ 


— 


— 
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beſtowed on her voice, repeated an air 


he had heard her ſing, and declared his 


deſpair to arrive at that grace with 


which ſhe gave life to the words. —A 
fourth, boaſting his {kill and preciſion 
in dancing, exhibited inſtantly ſome of 
the attitudes he had learnt from her.— - 


A firſt rate genius gave her a liſt of the 


many pretty women he had deſerted from 


the moment he firſt ſaw her. A young 


Iman, by birth entitled to become a 


Mollah, ſilently diſplayed lis figure 


and his drefs.—A\n old ſingerer of the 


public money dazzled her eyes with a 


diamond of the firſt water, and offered 


beſides, the perquiſites of contracts, 


which he uſually beſtowed upon his 


miſtreſſes.— An officer made a pompous 
E © deve. 
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deſcription of the magnificent preſents 
with which he had recompenſed the 
friendſhip-of the little Zaki.—In ſhort, 
every one exerted his faculties and 
; addreſs, in order to gain a preference 


over ſo many competitors. 


All theſe profeſſions had no impreſſion 
on the beateous Iris. At the palace, 
public walks, and aſſemblies the con- 


verſation turned upon the new dancer. 


Every one ſpoke of her beauty, her wit, 


and her engaging behaviour; and what 


was more than they had ever ſaid of 


any other, they agreed in acknow- 


ledging that Iris was a virtuous woman. 


z 


It is the property of none but the 
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moſt exalted virtue, to gain reſpect and 


admiration among the firſt nobles of 


| the Perſian court. Among whom was 


Mahmut, who had conceived an high: 


opinion of Iris's virtues, from the ex-- 


traordinary effects it produced. 


Mahmut bore the ſame character at 
court, which Iris maintained among the 
dancers of her ſex. Mahmut was proof 
againſt the defects of his equals, and 
the vices of his exalted ſtation. . 


— Mahmut's firſt appearance in the 


world, he became ſenſible of the folly - 
attending that noiſy, . giddy, and diffis 


pated turn, which moſt young men of 
quality affect. Having diveſted himſelf 
c 


: 

| 

b 
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of theſe prejudices, reſulting from that. 
tyrant, cuſtom, he took care. not to 


follow their example, yet without ſeem- 


ing. to condemn them. . While their 


time | was divided between the toilet, 
the table, viſits, and gaming, he ſpent 


the morning in his cloſet, among the 


learned of all ages; or with thoſe living 


characters, which could inſtruct him in 
his thirſt of knowledge. After which, 


he frequented the manufactories, and 


dived into che arts of commerce. In 


the evening he partook of the public 


amuſcments, which he enjoyed with 


that moderation, which is ever inſepa- 5 
rable from taſte and diſcernment. This 
he did to avoid a ſingularity, that would 


have rendered him odious, or to acquire 


a 


a *- 
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A greater ſhare of the complaiſance and 


politeneſs, - which reigned in them, 


Mahmut's wit, and the uſe he made 
of it, rendered him ſuperior to thoſe 
who were his equals in. birth: and be- 
ſides the advantage of a good figure, 
and a graceful mein, he diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf no leſs among them by his na- 
tural and acquired talents. 


/ 


& # 


Iris could not behold this amiable 


Perſian without emotion. She immedi- 


ately ſhunned all her importunate 


ſuitors ; and implacentlx fancying him 


free from all thcir faults, ſhe ſecretly: 
wiſhed that the beauty which they had 
extolled, might make ſome impreſſion. 


ON 
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on his heart. Iris's wiſhes were met 
more than half way. Mahmut ſoon let 
her know that he loved her paſſionately, 
and her anſwer to his declaration, on 
account of its ſingularity, deſerves to 
be given intire. | 


* Doubtleſs you give the name of 
e love,“ ſaid Iris, with a bewitching 
ſmile, C to that which is only an effect 
“ of your taſte for novelty. I will not, 
my lord, go farther at preſent on this 
head: — tis for you to fix my judg- 
„ ment, I will ingeniouſly confeſs , 
though it will give you an unfavour- 
able opinion of me, if you are what 
I take you to be. I am not diſpleaſed 
at your liking me :=but if ever I ſee 

occaſion 
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«„ qgccaſion to alter the idea I have con- 


e ceived of you, hope not that I ſhall 
in the leaſt indulge my inclination. 1 
ſhall not take it ill, if you give your 


6 


Ca 


heart to a woman more virtuous than 
Iz; therefore do not complain ef 
« your fate, if I diſpoſe of mine in fa- 
« your of a man whom I may find ſu- 


« perior to you in virtue.“ 


Mahmut, ſtruck with admiration, 
ſought the means to acquire the affec- 
tions of his lovely Iris. He applied 
with freſh vigour to the ſtudy of every 
branch of uſeful knowledge; while at 
the ſame time, he made it his peculiar 
delight to relieve diſtreſſed merit and 
unfortunate virtue, His humanity, ge- 

 nerolity, 
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neroſity, capacity, and modeſty, were 
equally conſpicuous; — Iris abundantly 
rewarded this illuſtrious noble. Praiſe 
coming from the i2outh of che virtuous 
Iris, filled the tender Mahmut's kcart 
with joy and fatisfaCiion. + Ile read in 


her eyes how dear he was to her ;—he 


zalked of his pailion,---hc deſcribed its 


violence. 


Iris liſtened to the voice of her illuſ- 


trious lover, and vowed a like return, 
and thus aniniated him to give her no 


occaſion to repent of her engagement. 


In theſc oyerflowings of their hearts, 


which none but lovers can . poilibly 


know, the) mutually laid open to each 
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other the inmoſt receſſes of their ſouls. 
Mahmut was grieved whenever he took 
leave of Iris :—-and Iris could not bear 
his abſence without a viſible concern. 
Thus they always parted under the 
greateſt impatience to meet again. 


Between two neighbours ſo powerful 
as the Grand Seignior and the great 
| King of Perſia, peace was but of a ſhort 
durance. A war broke out, and Mahmut 
Was obliged to join the army. | 


Mahmut waited upon the adorable 
Iris, to deplore the dire neceſſity that 
forced him from her but while he 
lay at her feet, he durſt not diſcloſe his 
ſecret anguiſh of mind. The fortitude 
5 of 
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of Iris daunted him—he was afraid of 
lefſening himſelf in her eſteem, by be- 
traying any ſymptoms of weakneſs. 


Iris perceived the riſing conflict in 
his breaſt, and loved him the more 
ardently. 


Mahmut had not been gone a month, 
when he gave way to his deſire of 
ſeeing his amiable miſtreſs. He pri- 
vately quitted the army, and reached 
the gates of Iſpahan before they miſſed 
him in the camp. 


He rep aired to the houſe of one of 
his old domeſtics : he there diſguiſed 
himſelf in the apparel of a peaſant, that 
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he might not be known in the city, 
and impatient of an interview he flew 
to the houſe of his beloved. 


Iris was fitting at her balcony as 
Mahmut was advancing, and knew him, 
notwithſtanding his diſguiſe. Grieved 
to ſee him thus negle& his glory and 
his duty, ſhe ran to her cloſet, charg- 
ing her ſlave to admit no viſitor what- 
ever. Iris melted into tears at the 
weakneſs of her lover — but ſoon reco- 
vering herſelf, ſhe wrote the n. 


c_ —U— 


4 Iris to the Peaſant. 


“ Friend, I know that thou art to 
be forthwith at the army, Call 
upon 


— ac 
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< upon Mahmut, and tell him from 


« me, I deſire him to remember the 


conditions on which tlie heart of Iris 
< 1s to be ſecured.” 


Malimut was too muck confounded 
at theſe words to aſlæ any queſtions, and 
retired abaſhed to his domeſtic's houſe; 
to put off his diſguiſe. F luctuating | 
between admiration, grief, and fear,, he 


inſtantly repaired to the army, with as 
much expedition as he had travelled to 
Tſpalian: | 


Mahmut's chief ſtudy was to. make 
amends for the fault he had committed: 
—he behaved with ſo much ardour, 


bravery, and conduct, that he was de- 


ſervedly 
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ſervedly promoted to a higher poſt, 


which his ſovereign conferred on him 


wich the moſt honourable culogies at 


the head of the army. 


' 


Iris wrote a congratulatory letter on 


his promotion, which, without mention- 


ing his weakneſs, the & gave him to un- 


derſtand, that ſhe had forgiven him. 


Mahmut, tranſported 2 Joy, „ler. 
tened back to the city of Iſpahan, as : 

ſoon as the army was ordered i into winter, 
qu arters; and liſtened to no other con- 
ſideration, but his eſteem for the vir- 


tuous Iris. He entreated her to com- 


ide his s happineſs by becoming his 
Your 


4 
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« Your wife, my lord !” anſwered 
Iris, with a kind of ſurpriſe, mixed | 


| with indignation : — © What ! would 
| « Mahmut forget himſelf fo far! In 
& diſpoſing of your heart, you may in- 
deed conſult nothing but your incli- = 


A 


4 


hs 


te nation: but when the queſtion is 
& to chooſe a partner in your dignity 
and fortune, you are accountable to ; 
thoſe of whom you hold both, 1 ' 
e that am ready do facrifice my life, [ 


Q 


“ were it neceſſary, to preſerve your | [ 
&« glory, will not be inſtrumental myſelf | j 
in ſullying it. 


Sentiments like theſe, made the 
; paſſionate Mahmut only the more preſ- 1 
ſing. “ What are thoſe things, ſaid he, 1 

« which 
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« which create this great diſpatity be- 
« tween us? An inſtant may deprive 
« me of them; but the dowry which 


« you will bring me, charming Iris, is 
<« a bleſſing that depends not on men 


nor fortune.” 


Whilſt he uttered theſe words, his 
countenance began to be clouded with 
grief, —Freſh denials drove him to de- 
| ſpair. He drew his poignard, and was 
about to plunge it in his breaſt, The 
tender Iris could hold out no longer. 
« Ah, Mahmut l' faid ſhe, © ſtop 
" your hand, and live, To-morrow I 
< will be your's. Grant me this ſhort 
d reſpite.” She could not utter more: 

—tcars 


— 
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tears put an end to her ſudden con- 
ceſſions, and ſtopped her breath. 


Aſhamed of her weakneſs, ſne broke 
loſe from her lover's arms, and with-, 
drew to hay cloſet, where ſhe ſoon re- 


pented the promiſe ſhe had made. 


In the mean while, Mahmut was def. 
perate enough to reſolve on death, if ſhe 
deny'd his requeſt; but the amiable Iris, 
wavering between tender paſſion, and 
her concern for the glory and reputation 


of her lover, foon hit upon a device that 
could ſolve both. 


While Iris was free, notwithſtanding 


the deſparity of her Fhition, ſhe could 


not give herſelf to her much-lov'd 
Mahmut 
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Mahmut upon any other terms than 
marriage; and conſidering the diſtance 
which fortune had drawn between them, 
ſhe was ſenſible ſhe could not commence 
the title of wife, without diſgracing her 
lover. She was reſolved to remove. 
thoſe obſtacles to her Mahmut's happi- 


; neſs, at the expence of what was moſt 


dear to her. Wrapping herſelf up in 
a long mantle, at the cloſe of the even- 
ing—ſhe left her love, and went to ſell 
herſelf to a dealer in ſlaves ; after this 
ſhe wrote the following letter to 
Mahmut. 


My Lord, 

“ You have not ' thought me un- 
« worthy to be your wife; and I have 
Vor. II. G « the 
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<< the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude for this 
* ſingle teſtimony of your eſteem. 1 
e think my heart and ſentiments would 
„not have diſgraced that honourable | 
„quality: — but what would your fas 
% mily ſay? What would all Perſia” 
« ſay, whoſe eyes are upon you, and 
« who ſee nothing in me, but the mean 
« profeſſion I was bred to? 1 allow, 
« that in one moment you may be de- 
<« prived of every thing that makes the 
« diſparity between us.— But if ever 
« you ſhould be borne down by ad- 
« yerſe fortune, the whole world will 
„ be forced to acknowledge the in- 
* juſtice, and to pity and admire you. 
You love Iris you are reſolved to 
« die, if ſhe does not make herſelf 
yours. 
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yours, Come then, and take her out 
of the houſe of the maſter ſhe hag 


« ſold herſelf to, in order that yourſelf | 


may become her maſter, She is not 
qualified to become your wife 


take her then as your ſlave. 


er 


= 
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4 
MARS ULI any ALA DIN. 


N ARSULI, the daughter of 
F M Abukazan, was formed for 


6 LP pleaſure, and finiſhed for 


delight. She was tall as the towering 
palm, and ſtreight as the lofty pine. 
Her countenance was animated with 
| the glow: of health, and her ſmile was 
as 
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as the dawn of the vernal day. Syme- 


try was conſpicuous in. every part—in 


every. geſture grace. 


The hearts of the young men bound- 
ed with joy at the approach of Marſuli. 


they declared ſhe was fairer than an 
Houri—and even the daughters of the 
land confeſſed * was "Oy beau- 


tiful, 


Yet with all her perſonal advantages, 


Marſuli, though ſhe excited admiration, 
could not attract eſteem. She was 


thoughtleſs and volatile. fantaſtic and 


capricious and ſo giddy with the in- 


toxicating incenſe of adulation; that 


he ſpent the greateſt part of her time 


G 3 in 
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in changing the poſition of her dreſs, 
and altering the arrangement of her 
Jewels. Sometimes ſhe braided her 
Jetty treſſes, which were blacker than 
the feathers of a ven, and rolled 
them up under a muſlin, bordered with 
ſilver and gold; Sometimes ſhe ſuffered 
them to flow careleſsly on her ivory 
ſhoulders, over an azure robe, and 
placed new-blown roſes on her fore, 
head, which was as ſpacious as a full- 
moon. At other times ſhe threw a 
tranſparent veil over her, but practiſed 
a thouſand arts to make it riſe and fall, 
and diſcover to the enamoured gazer, 
teeth white as the tuſks of the elephant, 
lips red as the ruby of Avon—cheeks 


tinged with the bluſhes of the morn- 
ing 
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ing and eyes piercing as thoſe of an. 


eagle. 


While Marſuli was reclined' on a 
ſofa, one evening, after a ſultry day, 
under a pavilion in the garden of her 


father Abukazan ; and lay ruminating 


on the methods to encreaſe her charms, 
and extend her conqueſts, ſhe ſaw a 
thick ſmoke riſe out of the ground. It 


curled like a vine, and aſcended like a 


column.. While ſhe was watching it's 
progreſs, a little old man, with a beard 
whiter than ſnow appeared before her. 


« Marſuli,” ſaid he, © liſten to the 
« voice of inſtruction, and let not the 
& accents of reproof be diſregarded.—1 

"> Wc 
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e am the genius Abdaric. Thou 
« faireſt of women, be not vain; for 


: know, I behold thy conduct with the 


&« opreateſt concern. I am come from 
te the bottom of the earth to teach thee 


a 


ee wiſdom, and to ſnatch thee from the 
on path of deſtruction.—F ollow 0 ad- 


* 


* 


* bs and be 1 


x Thou vainly fancieſt, unthinking 
Marſuli, that the fame of thy beauty 
will be wafted to the Pinnacles of 


** . 


C 


« 


* 


„ Agra, by the ſighs of thy adorers, 
& and that their applauſes will be heard 
« from the cliffs of Taurus to the In- 
dian ocean. 
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e Thou doſt not conſider, frail child 
« of duſt, that thou art ſubject to the 
ce moſt loathſome diſeaſes. Thou doſt 
not conſider, that a leproſy. may ren- 
ce der thee an object of.deteſtation, and 
ce that the ſprings. of life may be poi- 
ſoned by maladies- innumerable, If 
the angel of benevolence ſhould in- 
«© tercede for thee at the throne of great 
Alla if the. Governor of the Uni- 
verſe ſhould command the clouds of 
ſickneſs never to. burſt upon thy 
head — yet no interceeding angel: 
can reſcue thee from the gripe of” = 
age, nor diſengage + thee from the 
talons of decrepitude. Thy love-- 
darting eyes muſt loſe their luſtre, . 


« and grow. dim with years: — thy 
G. 5 « blooming; 
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8 blooming cheeks muſt be ſhrivelled 


cc 
6c 


40 


66 


«c 


* 


cc 


cc 


like autumnal leaves; — and thy 
graceful form muſt be bent, like the 
bow of the hunter, Thy admirers 
will then ſhun thee, with as much 


caution, as they would the mouth of 


a famiſh'd. tyger, or the jaws of an 
hungry crocodile; and ſtart from 
thee affrighted, as if they had felt the 
« ſting of a ſcorpion, or the puncture 


** 


of an aſp. 


« Then, Marſuli, wilt thou be the 
unhappieſt of beings. Thou adorneſt, 
with too much ſolicitude, thy out- 
ward form, which will periſh like a 


garment devoured by the moth ; and 


which will be irmote by the arrows 
of 
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of death, as graſs is levelled by the 


ſcythe of the mower ; whilſt thy 


mind, which will endure for ever,, 
reſembles the barren mountain, or 
the uncultivated deſart. Think,, 
therefore, O daughter of pleaſure, 


Cer it be too late. Reflect, whilſt 
thou art capable of reflection. I am. 


come from the bottom of the earth; 
to make thee wiſer, better, and even 


more lovely. 


% Watch thy behaviour with the 
ſtricteſt vigilance, and. let not the 
ſlighteſt ſigns of pride, levity, or ſelf- 
admiration, be perceptible in thy 
looks thy actions or thy words. 


20 
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<0: Marſuli, ſeem not to be con- 
* ſcious of thy charms, and they will 
„beam forth with redoubled ſplen- 
«& dour, — Fe *orget that thou art the 
« faireſt among them, Be not over 
<« ſtudious to make thy neck ſhine with 
<« the gloſſy pearls of Manar—nor thy 
<«< hair glitter with the diamonds of 
* Golconda, 
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« Simplicity is beyond magnificence; 


A 


« T ovelineſs wants not the aid of orna- 


% ment — but is, when unadorned, 


La 
A 


adorned the moſt. Do not hang = 
« over fountains for the pleaſure of 
« ſeeing thy image reflected in them.— 
Such a deſire can only be prompted 
wi by 
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by vanity, and ought therefore to be 
ſuppreſſed, | 
“ Cenſure not thy virgin compa⸗ 
nions if they have not the ſame ex- 


ternal attractions thou art favoured 
with; for they may be poſſeſſed of 


accompliſhments ſuperior to thee} 


though they are not ſo conſpicuous; 


© Behold: this taliſman. View it 
with attention. It is the inſtrument 
of truth, made with the fineſt cryſtal, 


and ſo wonderfully conſtructed, that 
it will not only ſhew thee what thou 
art, but what thou ſhouldeſt be. 
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When, Marſuli, thou reſembleſt 
« the character I have drawn, thou 
& ſhalt appear in the moſt amiable 
point of view; —but when any irre- 
gular paſſion, or any vicious inclina- 
tion takes poſſeſſion of thy heart, 
and ſtimulates thee to commit an 
& unbecoming, or immoral action, thou 
halt fee thyſelf in the moſt odious 
colours. Thou wilt here be changed 
# into a monſter of. uglineſs. In ſuch 
« circumſtances think on the genius 
*Abdaric. Repent, reform, and thou 
— « wik be reſtored to ty preſtine 
« beauty.“ 9s 


When the genius had uttered the laſt 
Som, he put the taliſman into her 
WE hand, 
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hand, and inſtantly diſappeared, with 
the pillar of ſmoak :—but left a ſcent 
behind him grateful as the evening 
breeze, which plays among the Sabzan 
ſpices, or the fragrant gale which flut- 
ters upon the gum-diſtilling trees of 
Arabia. > 


'Marſuli's aſtoniſhment at the ſudden 
appearance of the genius, deprived her 
of the power of ſpeech :—but the va- 
rious emotions which ſhe felt, during 
his addreſs, were ſtrongly depicted on 
her countenance. When he called her 
the moſt beautiful of women, ſhe 
threw off her veil with exultation. Her 
eyes ſparkled with joy, and her heart 
approved the pleaſing plaudit. 


But 
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But when the genius informed hier 
that fhe was ſubject to the worſt of 


diſeaſes, ſhe trembled and grew pale. 
Marſuli was chilled with horror when 


He talked of the gripe of age; and 


muddered at the mention of the talons 
of decrepitude. 


When the genius Abdaric told her 
the would be deſerted by her admirers, 
as. ſoon as ſhe had no charms to allure 
them, ſhe was torpid with amazement : 


but when he afterwards aſſured 


her ſhe would become more beautiful 
by. regarding his admonitions, her heart 
danced with rapture, and her lips 
qu ivered with extaſ y. 


3 Młanrſuli 
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Marſuli was ſomewhat diſconcerted 
to hear him prefer plainneſs, neatneſs, 
and ſimplicity, to pomp, grandeur, and 
magnificence—and to hear ſclf-admira- 
tion and cenſoriouſneſs NEE with 


ſuch ſeverity. 


Marſuli was ſoon convinced after 
his diſappearance, that it was neceſſary 
to adhere to the rules he had preſcribed, 
On ſurveying herſelf in the taliſman, | 
The diſcovered ſuch amazing alterations 
in her perſon, that ſhe was ſtruck with 
2 panic, and let it fall to the ground: 
but when ſhe carefully took it up, 
with a wiſh it might not be broken, ſhe 
looked, on a ſeconded view, as engagy 

ing as ever, ; 
N From 
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From that. moment Marſuli was de- 
Ii termined to obey her monitor with in- 
1 violable punctuality ; and having proſ- 
= trated. herſelf to. implore the aſſiſtance 
[| | of him who dwelleth in. the third. 
heaven, ſhe returned to the houſe of. her 
0 father. 
8 A e 
1 When a few moons had paſſed away,. 
+BY Aladin, a young man of large poſſeſ- 
| ons, and remarkable integrity, de- 
manded Marſuli for his wife. His 
| palace dazzled the eye with its magni- 
J | fſcence. His dreſs was purple, enriched: | 
= with gold—and the jewels in his tur- 
dan glintered like the rays of the 
| 0 fan, 
| 7} Lon | Aladin 
i 


RT 
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Aladin commanded by inheritance, 
an extenſive tract of land, which was 
cultivated like a garden, Herds Innu- 
merable lowed in his fields and flocks 
without number bleated in his paſtures, 
Yet in the midſt of his riches AE 


was temperate. 


Aladin had many perſonal perfec- 


tions; but they were - trifling when 


compared to the beauties of his mind, 


which reſembled an emerald of ineſtim- 


able value, depoſited ina golden caſket, 


Marſuli's uncommon charms ſtruck. 
him at once with wonder and delight. 
She appeared to his raviſhed eyes as 
majeſtic as the cedar of Lebanon, and 

graceful 


— 
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Fgraceful as the tulip of Candahar. 


Aladin poured forth his ſoul before 


her. He called her the light of his 


life, and ſwore ſhe was more lovely 


chan the daughters of Paradiſe. 


: Marſuli ſoon became inebriated with 
the homage paid her, and imagining, 
too haſtily, that ſhe ſhould increaſe. his 


_ ſenſibility, by retarding the completion 


of his wiſhes, urged him by turns to 
a and to deſpair, _ 


Aladin ſoon a that. the heart 
of Marſuli was as deceitful as the 
ocean, when it was unruffled by a 


breeze; and that ſhe was neither 


charmed by his perſon, nor captivated 
| wy 
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by his manners. He diſcovered, that 
the voice of adulation alone was muſic | 
to her ear, and that ſhe was blind to. 


all beauties but her own. At this diſ- | 


covery his ſoul Was filled with indigna- 
tion. Reſentment extinguiſhed all 


emotions of tenderneſs, and drove him 


abruptly from her preſence. 


Marſuli, as ſoon as Aladin had left. 


her, haſtened to her. taliſman, with the 


rapidity of a roe, to ſee in what light 
the had appeared to him, and to em- 
belliſh herſelf with new graces againſt- 


the next deſired interview.:—for as he. 


had not. mentioned his intention never. - 


to return, the hopes of fanning the 
flames of love with freſh. allurements, 
5 made 
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made her ſpirits flow with unuſual | 


briſkneſs, and her feet bound with un- 
uſual agility. But what was her ſur- 
prize, when, inſtead of eyes ſparkling 
with Pleaſure, and cheeks glowing 


with expectation, ſhe beheld in the 


poliſhed cryſtal a | monſter of vglineſ ! 


| Shocked at the frightfal aſpect, ſhe 
gazed at her altered image. She gazed 
and was aſtoniſhed. The genius Ab- 


daric was inſtantly recalled to her me. 


mory. She found, on a retroſpect of 


her conduct, that ſhe had encouraged 
the addreſſes of Aladin, not out of a 
regard for himſelf not out of obe- 
dience to her father —not from a deſire 
to be happily married - but to have 


her 
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her ears tickled with the ſoothing ſtrains 
of eulogy to be admired and praiſed 


==to be flattered and adored. 


- Marſuli's conſciouſneſs ſmote her. 
She repented, and at the ſame time 
determined to receive Aladih with more 
affability, and to liſten to him with 


more attention. Marſuli was deter- 


mined by a total change of conduct to 
deſerve his love, and to merit his 
eſteem. Theſe reſolves had, in ſome 
meaſure, the wiſhed- for effect. She 
ſaw, with extaſy, her face, by degrees, 


recover its accuſtomed bloom; — but, 


alas] its bloom was recovered too late, 
Aladin had, during the eclipſe of it, 
placed his affections on Zeis, the 

daughter 


m * * *** 
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daughter of Olber, and friend | of 
Marſuli. 


Zeis, though not ſo ſtriking a beauty 
as Marſuli, was not leſs engaging. 
Marſuli ſhone like the fun in its 
meridian ſplendour—Zeis like the ſky 
tinged with its riſing and departing 
rays. The firſt reſembled a large 
edifice, full of lofty apartments, de- 
corated with the moſt coſtly ornaments, 
and blazing with the united luſtre of | 
gems and gold: — The laſt might be 
compared to a ſmall elegant building, 
executed with the moſt exquiſite taſte, | 
and adorned with all its charming ſim- 


plicity, Marſuli was more admired 
ae than 
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than Zeis — Zeis was more beloved 


than Marſuli. 


Zeis had an expreſſiveneſs in her 


countenance, which was like a magnet, 


irreſiſtibly attracting. She was modeſt, 
gentle, affable, and unconſcious of her 


perfections. Theſe amiable qualities 


ſoon bound the heart of Aladin i in ada- 
mantine chains of ſacred love. Aladin 


was delighted with her perſon, and en- 


' Taprured with her mind; and had ſoon 


the ſatisfaction to find, that Zeis-viewed 


him with equal pleaſure, equal ardour, 
W * OW n 


be news ef chelr „ nup- 


Lials few with -the ſwiftneſs of lighten- 
* II. H ing 
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ing to the houſe of Abukazan. Marſuli 
felt a diſorder ſhe had never expe- 
rienced,. at the receipt of this intelli- 
gence. The idea of loſing her lover 
Was perturbation but to think chat 
Zeis was in poſſeſſion of 5 him was 


diſtraction. 


Marſuli ſpent many hours in con- 
triving methods to recall her lover; and, 
at laſt, fixed on a deſign which ſhe 
executed immediately, with an aſſurance 


of ſfuccels. _ 


Marſuli prevailed on Cadige, an old 


nurſe, who had attended her from her 
infancy, to make herſelf ſerviceable to 
Zeis. Zeis was pleaſed with. her aſſi- 


#42 duity, 
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1 { quity, and told Marſuli ſhe was very 
happy in poſſeſſing ſo uſeful a ſlave: 
Mrlarſuli, who beheld Zeis with the eyes 
Z ofa lion, wher a tender kid lies bleed- 
ing at his feet, was delighted to find 
ſhe was fallen. into the toils which were 
deſigned her: K 


Cadige, in. a ſhort time, took advan- 
tage of her ſituation, to make the ami- 
able Zeis contemptible in the eyes of 
Aladin, by throwing a viel over her 
virtues, to weaken his attachment to 
her, by inſinuating, with an anxious 
concern for his happineſs, that the 
object he had choſen was of all her fex 
the moſt unworthy of his eſteem. 
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While Cadige was thus employed, 
and while Zeis reflected on the cold- 
neſs of her lover with tears and with 
plaints—Marſuli was full of gloomy 


doubts and alarming fears. The cauſe 


of her firſt deviation from rectitude, by 


attempting to leſſen Aladin's affection 


for Zeis, gave her many uneaſy throbs : 
but theſe were agreeable ſenſations, com- 


pared to the piercing pangs, when ſhe 


reflected on the immorality of her ac- 
tions. Conſcious of the miſchiefs ſhe 
was the inſtrument of, ſne became pre- 


eminently wretched. 


Marſuli's mind was agitated like the 


ſand of the deſert by a whirlwind. Re- 


venge engroſſed her thoughts, baniſhed 
every 
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bother paſſion. Zeis was to fall a victim 


to the implacable Marſuli; becauſe her 
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every other idea, and eradicated every 


importance was leſſened by the deſer- 
tion of Aladin, although ſhe abhorred: 


the turpitude of her intentions.. 


Marſuli forgot to ſurvey herſelf in 
the taliſman of truth, and the genius 
Abdaric was no longer remembered. 
One evening, while ſhe was in this. 
wretehed. ſituation; Cadige informed 
her; that by perpetually filling the ears 
of Aladin with the ill-health, ill- nature, 
and ill- behaviour of Zeis, ſhe had al- 
moſt perſuaded him to abandon her;. 


and that the anguiſh of diſappointment. 
had greatly diminiſhed the luſtre of her. 
H 3 charms- 


-* 
„ 
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charms. Marſuli heard the news with | 
alacrity; and, fluſhed with the hopes o 
triumphing over a formidable rival, 
began to deck herſelf with new orn 
ments. All the vivid colours of the | 
rainbow glowed on her ſilky veſtments. 
But her exultation was of ſhort durance: 
for, caſting her eye accidentally on the 
taliſman, ſhe ſunk down upon the ſofa, 
without motion and without ſenſe. 


— 


While the ſlave flew to procure a 
reſuſcitating medicine, the earth opened, 
and the genius Abdaric appeared. Mar- 
fuli heard his approach, which ſounded 
like the roaring of a cataract, and 


awaked; but was awe-ſtruck, and en- 
deavoured to ſcreen herſelf from his 


penetrating 
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= penetrating looks with her veal, bur 


with a touch of his wand it fell to the 
ground. Marſuli reddened with fhame 
and was abaſned When thus the 


genius began 


Thou canſt not conceal thyſelf, 
O daughter of the duſt, from an 


all-ſeeing eye. Thou haſt adopted 
the moſt criminal methods to render 
thyſelf an object of horror. I am 
once more come to entice thee to act 


upon virtuous principles, and to con- 


demn thee for having acted wrong. 


Thy crimes, Marſuli, are of fo black. 
a die, they cannot be puniſhed with. 
too much rigour. I warned ' thee of 
thy danger, when thou ſtoodeſt on 
S- the 


132 Mex Al Tarts, 
the margin of the dreadful pre- 
& cipice. 


Why didſt thou not follow my 
& counſels ?— Know inconſiderate Mar- 
&« ſuli, that a beautiful woman, without 
“ innocerice and virtue; is like an al- 
«. mond-tree-in the winter, ſtript of its 


foilage and its fruits.” 


When. he had uttered theſe words, 
he ſtruck the unhappy Marſuli with 


his wand. She inſtantly became a 
ſpotted ſerpent, and crawled upon the 


earth before him. Abdaric then turned 


to. Cadige, who at this juncture arrived 
with the juice of a plant,. which the 


ſages. 
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ſages of phyſic always adminiſter, when 


. 


the powers of reaſon are ſuſpended. 


Behold,“ ſaid the genius, * thy 


e wretched child! Seven years ſhall the 


thus creep upon the ground, A noiſame 
* reptile 3 in the. garden c of Aladin, 7775 


11 Ot! 


1 revels ir in his bower, Wife 
we happy, in being united to his beloved 


« Zeis, the moſt amiable of women. hr 


0 When Nasal eam take a pleaſure 
in the ele of 244 ſhe ſhall re- 
<« aſſume a human form.—Seven years 


A 
K 


ſhall ſhe continue in beauty's brighteſt 


bloom, but without one lover to ſooth 
<« her pride, or one admirer to flatter 
* her vanity, If at the expiration of 

I <c- qa 
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K* N the reign of 
& I. — conqueror of the 
NN the valiant Prince Abouzaid, 
whoſe love of virtue entitleil him to be 
ſurnamed the Jnſt. He was the laſt of 
che ancient race of kings, W had;go-. 
verned Egypt unh fo; much-mageilin 


xaft; lived 


Y — 
Nen n 


ceence and glory. But of all che rights 
of his high | deſcent in chat rich and 


flouriſhing kingdom, he poſſeſſed no 
I 2 more 


& * 


more dominion than a petty ſtate, ſitu- 
ated in the midſt of a long chain of 
mqunteins, on She borders of the Red | if 
8e. Here Abowzaid chile hin.. 
ſelf for the loſs of ſo envied a throne, in 
the zeal, and devotion of an handful of 
faithful "ay by whom he was 
adored,—and the ſovereignty of an in- 


mahle of ,cmeralds,chs-richet 
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Abouiaid was: born- with- a great 
_ foul;—noble and elevated ſeritiments,— 
acgbet and / ſograll temper; a pene- 
trating amd comprehenſive genius, the 
air and ſtature of an hero, a courage 
wuly maſeuline and abilities ies for [the 
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greateſt undertakings. | his illuſtrious 


prince had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in many 


Battles; ; whence he was as formidable 
td his enemies, as amiable to his ſab- 
jects: theſe great qualiric ities, Joined to 
the royalty of his deſcent, and his im- 
mence wealth, made him regarded with 
a Jn eye, even at Cairo. 


The heflinen n heard his of. 
ineſtimable mine - and avarice needed 
no greater temptation to ſeek his ruin. 
His neighbours invaded his territories 
with open hoſtilities, his remonſtran 
ces were treated as treaſon — and he 
himſelf ordered to repair to Cairo to 


anſwer for his conduct. The prince, 


aſtoniſhed at ſuch proceedings, and un- 
3 willing 
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willing to be ſacrificed in the dark, de. 
ſired time to deliberate. | This was 
looked upon as fi uch an aggravation, 
that he was Inſtantly proclaimed a rebel, 
and troops were ſent to puniſh his dif: 
obedience. 


4 


The enemies of Abouzaid were not 


excited by the emerald mines alone.— 


He poſſeſſed yet a greater and more en- 


vied treaſure his wife. A princeſs of 
unrivalled beauty, who was more cele- 0 
brated for her prudence, truth, and fi- 
delity, than the tranſcendant charms of 
her perſon: It was for her his heart was 
firſt and principally concerned not his 
former loſs of Egypt, or the danger 


22 r 1 a that 


i 
by 
5 Ss 
EO gh} 
2 ©} 
5 $05 
2% 
. 
9 
Pats th. 
Ex”, 
6 N 
3 
1 2 
. 
22 
14 7 * 
8 
> 
1 
I * 
„ 
2 
19 
321 
„ 
__ 9 
F 8 
1 | 
8 
4 2 oF”. 
3 + 
gh ; 
& Wy 
N x AR. q 
- 33 
* Dow — 
” * * 
a 3 
g 1 
; WL 
— 8 
5 
; = 
& 
>. U * 
„ 68 > 
5 
ES x 
© et, 
43K 
5 2.58 J 
e 
3 ww 
„ 
* 8 7 . 7 
3 
4 * 1 
Re 10 
ö = 85 * 
r 
od. 
8 * 
r 
* 3 * 
ES 
RN 
RR: "#4 
s an 
LE”: 
9 
A. 
—_ 
BY, 
9 — 
F 
1 


r 


IN n 4 7 2 Da * 2 Key RE 2 8 
e BE REI Ee II 
* e * Pas po 9 , + 1 3 + 
CE rnd deans Fay RAS Bp Eg, rage NS 


e 


+ 


8 


FROM THE ARABIAN. 139 


that now threatened the remains of his 
antient patrimon ß. 

The baſhaw. faw the princeſs at Cai- 
ro—and that: fight was, that very mo- 
ment, accompanied with a paſſion of 
delire.. He gave certain magnificent 
entertainments to the ladies of his ſe- 
raglio,. and invited. thoſe. of all the no- 
bles of his court to partake of them. i 
As no man, of whatever quality, was 
permitted to be a ſpectator of theſe 
ſports, the prince Abouzaid made no 
difficulty to ſuffer his amiable princeſs 
to be preſent. While the whole court 
ſhone with lights, and rung with their 


innocent pleaſures, the baſhaw, | either 
3-4 bewitched 
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bewitched by his curioſity, or preſuming 


on his power, interrupted all, by his 
ſudden appearance among them. The 
unexpected ſurprize cauſed the apart- 
ments to re- echo with mingled cries of 
fear and aſtoniſhinent, and every one 
made the beſt eſcape ſhe could. The 
princeſs of Abouzaid was the firſt ob- 
ject which caught his eyes, and won his 
attachment, and conſequently the laſt 
who could avoid him, Her he only 
regarded - addrefſed—and purſued ;— 
And having, partly by violence, ſtop- 


4 Wo fly me, charmer of n my heart, 


6c and would conceal thoſe beauties 
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= which deſerve the adoration of the 
« world: Don' t envy me the pleaſure 


145 1. 14.443 CJ 1 3V19: 


« this happy opportunity gives ren 


210 # 1403 10 Von 3013 01705 
2 but allow me 6 moment, at lealt, 
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eto enjoy a felicity T could with e eter- 


ny nal. q Wh t have you to fear, whe 
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At theſe words he abruptly left ber, 
covered wih confulion—inflamed vith 


paſſion—and"; in deſpair of ſeeing. her 
pin. On the © other? mand, "Abouzaid' 


I'5 Was 


4 
Þ & {Ms 


was, no ſooner e of this adven- 


ture by his princeſs, than he reſolved to. 
leave Cairo that moment, and ſave bim- 
ſelf from the creachery of courts, i in his 


CIO PLOT © | "2 
own n hoſpitable mountains. 


8 


This fatal interview finiſhed what the 
emerald-mine began,—a vaſſal, though 
2 Prince, was thought t too hap 


"PP, 


ſeſſing two ſuch ineſfimabie treaſures, 
and It was reſolved ro bereave him of 


boch, at the expence of his own life 
The prince Abouzaid 1 was as no - kl 

convinced his ruin was fought after, 

than he was determined to ſtand upon 


his guard. He ordered his loyal and 
affeRionare ſubjeRts te reine 1s de 
moun- 


py in poſ- 
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F 


mountains, with their flocks and pro- 
vender, and fortified the paſſes with all 
imaginable diligence; which, however 
eaſy it was thought at 0 airo, to reduce 
a petty prince of the Arabianz—thoſe 


who were charged with the expedition 


found the difficulties almoſt inſur- 
mountable. Skilled in | all the intricate 


mazes of chat wild country, he terrified 
them with continual alarms,—cut off 


their convoys—and by an advantageous 


ſituation, utterly repulſed their moſt 


obſtinate attacks. However ſucceſsfully 


the prince had hitherto defended m: 


ſelf, his much- lov'd princeſs incefſantly 
tormented herſelf for being the fatal 
cauſe of his danger. 40 Wiretch that I 


« am,” 


« 
£F 


164 Mo RAL Tatts, 9 
. am, ” would ſhe frequently exclaim, 0 
© that beauty which Heaven flattered % 
4 me with as a pledge of my lord's 
« happineſs and my own, that very 
beauty threatens to be the ruin of us 

a " Ber” $ 


_ 0 prince Abouzaid, my much 
« lov'd lord, do you fee the capriciouſ- 
e neſs of my fate? 1 deſire to live for 
A your fake alone; and yet I have the 
« curſe to ſee that very life become a 
Py ſnare to extinguiſh yours. Tis 1 
« | who imbitter your pleaſures, —” tis 1 
« who poiſon your repoſe,— — tis I who 
« waſte your dominions with fire and 


* bord. Wichout me you would have 


66 no 


move them. 
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* no enemy to endanger your ſtate; or 
« calumniate your fame. Oh! per- 
«* fidious beauty, how chimerical are 
« thy advantages How real and how 
_ many _ calamities pn „ 8 


' Abouzaid heard theſe tin wi de- 
licate complaints with unfeigned affec- 
tion, and e endeavoured to re- 


9 X 


No, my adorable Princeſs, it is 


< not my love, but avarice is the true 
cauſe of our misfortunes | The ba- 


5 ſhaw never loved and you do him 
too much honour to ſuppoſe him ca- 
« pable of an inclination ſo noble or ſo 


« honourable, His brutal and ſavage 
heart 


i66 Morar Taizs 


« heart doats. only on my emerald- 
e mine; and it is to the lyſt of rapine I 
1 am ſacrificed; but how little will be 
“ his gain? Abouzaid was never a flave 
« to fear; and in ſuch a ſituation. as 
« mine, thoſe who dare die, can at leaſt 
% diſappoint, if not W their ene 
mies. Art AW nn 1 


The baſhaw levied half the force of 
Egypt, headed the expedition him- 
ſelf, ſurrounded the mountains on every 
ſide, and cut off all- TW" even of 
a retreat. FD 8 


| N 
5 1 1 
# 1 * 1 - * ' * * 


The ab Abouzaid, ſeeing 
himſelf now irreparably-undone, had re- 


courſe to this laſt and only conſolation. 
There 


© ws = 
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There were but ſix perſons in the ſe- 
cret of the mines,—theſe he ſent: for; 
and, pointing to the enemy aſcending 
the hills on. all ſides, 


« My friends, thoſe are the ty- 
« rants who have enſlaved you, and 
he murdered your Princes; ; and J, the 
« laſt of the miſerable line, am to fol- 
ce low them. You know the motive 
6 of chis unjuſt invaſion, The pre- 
« cious mine, which their avarice per- 
4 ſuades them i is infinitely more valua- 
« ble than it really is. In one mo- 
4 ment they will be here, and in ima- 
* gination already devour their prey. 
* But, if I am not deceived in your 


8 fidelity, that 3 is all they 
„ EvEr 


* ti. rr 2 * 


* 
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& ever ſhall poſſeſs, Deith, death, wilt 
both deliver you from their merci. 
6, Jeſs hands, and diſappoint 'the ir hun- 


« gry avarice for ever. et upon 
=; mw . will not long ſurvive 


1 42 217 14 „„ 
« you.” po. acl} of } 
t ins Yar (il - £26 
Ay ? 1 2 Mane Moov Datel 
As 15 ended, with ; a glance of of his 
flies a (1 3 A 


P 


eye he ſhewed them the execytioners, 


word tor © mart wo 
ready with their boy-ſtrings, to, which 


thoſe faithful ſubjects ſubmirted, with 


1 9HIRVS FOTT Min Ai 140 
an Alacrity that was truly amazing. 
44 1 Vis 1 T9735 #T:1 Tis 1 ; 8333241 
Abouzaid dropped his 5 gratefy ul tears 
| NIC 4 £4 Yi #1 TK © 
upon their doſoms, and flew with ar- 
; 90 346v7 7 


dour and impetuoſity to the tent of his 


amiable princeſs, to take! his bay leave, 


if, 'F - nig 811 7 * d 7110 7 
«c 
O my 


fm, 


4 
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« O my beloved princeſs ! the | ene- | 
wy * is at hand; his ſtandards even 
now ariſe between the hills; but I 
have already had the pleaſure of pre- 
venting half his triumph. — My 
faithful ſubjects, by their deaths, 
« have ſcaled up the ſecret of the mine 


« for ever. And for you, my deareſt 


* 


* 


$6 wife—i we!“ (Here, in ſpite of 
himſelf, nature wats forth in a flood 
of rears, which, for a moment, pre- 


vented him from proceeding,) 0 Live, 
1 my dear wife remember thy unfor- 
tunate Abouzaid — but chiefly re- 


M | member his fidelity.” „* 


Abouzaid could add no more; but, 


overcome with tenderneſs and affection, 
| would 


A {arrays — Le SCE Y 


r * 


WC 
2332 
rang 


LS 


NY OT ada. Haas Digs 


r $ 
h . 


n 


6s lor 11 (claſping him in her arms) 


„neither of us. A friendly poiſon 
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would have torn himſelf away, to con- I 7 
ceal, if poſſible, the reſidue of what ge 
ſuffered and deſigned. But the valians | 
prince was detained by force. 


« Stay, my lord, tis too ſoon to die, 


* 


for that 1 know is your deſign, tho“ 
you ſtrive to conceal it from me. 
But have vou thought me unworthy 


ce of your company ? Do you believe 


« me mean enough to ſurvive you-?- 
6 Know then, Abouzaid, that though 
40 you have reſolved to ſhew me the 
« way, it ſhall be my glory to prevent. 
you. — No, my dear and ſuffering 


* the barbarian ſhall triumph over 


« will, 
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will, in a few moments, ſecure me 
5 from his daring inſults, I long fore 


« ſaw our mutual misfortunes. —1 fore- 
* ew alſo your life was near its period 
« and found means to reach the deſtin'd. 
« goal before you. Happy in the re- 
« fjection that our inſolent enemy will 
have every ' paſſion but his cruelty 
= * defeated, Go, — (aimoit fainting). 
Y « go— fight and die but fail not to 
0 avenge the blood of a wife, who ſin- 
* cerely loved you * her own ex- 


“ jſtence. 


As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, ſhe ex- 
pired in his arms; and the prince, hav- 
ing taken a religious and affectionate 
en leave 
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and ſelecting the baſhaw-as the only ob- 


of their lord and mf 


172 Monat TALES, 


leave of her deceaſed body, haſtened to 


put himſelf at the head of his little ar- 


my, who, inſpired with the enthuſiaſm 


of their ſovercign's" grief and rage, be- 
haved as * the right of vengeance was 
their wn. While Abouzaid, now 
alike both helpleſs and regardleſs of 
victory, fiercely charged the enemy, 


ject worthy his fury, killed him in the 
midſt of his guards, and was by them 
immediately cut to pieces on the wy 
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HUELA uz SON or 'KHEDER, 
And Twt PRINCE MOUAFFAC.” 


en Pibantd $57 Bom or DNL Nis 
1 01 Db n I 1 4 9 11793333 1 10 
* N the reign of Abbas the 
I * Magnificent, lived e 

= «xy the fon-'of Khieder,” | 
principal favourite of his en 
who was entruſted by the Commander 
of the F aithful with the moſt important 
deſigns, a 
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tne loo bade 


of diſtribution was ſuſpended with the 
| ſtricteſt nnn — and — hi 


protected the learned received honour 


— and the induſtrious accumulated 


ceafuree.. , 428 fon of gder 


was beheld wh; TORI WP Co 


4H 4 


placency and joy, and the benedictions 
of a grateful people aſcended to the 


_ 


| 


Terreſtrial on how ſhort thy 
continuance! — The brightneſs of. the 
flame is waſting her fuel—the fragrant 
flower is paſſing away in her own 


_ odours. The vigour of Hulla began 


to fail—the waving locks fell from his 


2 head 
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| head—ſtrength forſook him - and agi- 


lity from his feet. Hulla the fon of 
Kheder reſigned to the Commander of 


the Faithful the keys of truſt and the 


ſeals of ſedrecy, and dedicated the re- 
mains of life in the converſe of the wiſe, 
and the gratitude of the good, 

The power of Hulla's mental facul- 
Lies were yet unimpaired. His palace 
was filled by vifitants, eager to catch 
the dictates of experience, and offici- 
ous to pay the tribute of admira- 


— 


tion. Mouaffac, the firſt born of 


Abbas the Magnifieent was among the 
liſt of the viſitors and friends. | 


_—CO 


'176 Me RAIL Tatts, 
Mouaffec was beautiful Mouaffac 

was eloquent Nature formed him for 

greatneſs at his entrance into man- 


hood ſhe pointed out his path to glory 
while Hulla the ſon of Kheder ad- 
mired his wit, and loved his docility. 


1 


« Tell me,” ſaid the illuſtrious 
prince Mouaffac,'* thou to-whoſe'voice 
nations have liſtened and, cheerfully 
* obeyed—whoſe conſummate wiſdom 
« reſounds through all Aſia, tell me, 
e how. I may reſemble Hulla the Pru- 
« dent. The meaſures thou haſt 
<«- adopted for obtaining powers, ho- 
« nours, and riches, are to thee no longer 


<« neceſſary—impart therefore to me, 
the ſecret, and teach me the mighty 
| plan 


_— 
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plan which has been didtated 1 wiſdom 


| ſelf. 


«O Wick loved and exalted Prince, 
ſaid Hulla fon of Kheder, „ it is of 


little utility to form plans of life. 


* When I took my firſt ſurvey of che 


" world, in my twentieth year, I re- 


flected on the various conditions ſeen 


among mankind. In the hour of 
« ſolitude, reclining againſt a ſtately 


e cedar, which ſpread its branches o'er | 


«© my head, I faid to. myſelf—ſeventy 
« years are allotted to man—1 have 


then fifty remaining. Ten years will 


* I devote to the attainment of know- 


„ ledge, and another ten for my travels 
into foreign climes. I ſhall be learned 


Vos. II. K « and 
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< and conkequently I ſhall behonoured ; 


every city will joyfully announce my 
* arrival every man of learning will 
* ſolicit my friendſhip. Twenty an- 
0 nual ſuns thus employed, I ſhall have 
< ſtored my mind with images, which 
< will be the buſineſs of my life in 
955 combining and comparing. I ſhall 
then revel i in unexhauſtible accumu- 
« lation of intellectual riches and ſhall 
< find new pleaſures for exery moment, 
< and never more be weary of my- 


cal. 


41 will not, ſaid It myſelf, de- 
« viate too far from the beaten track 
< of life—but will eſſay to know what 
can 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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can be found in female delicacy, I 


will have a wife beautiful as the 
Houries, and wiſe as Cadige—With 


her I will live twenty years in every 


« pleaſure that wealth can purchaſe, 


4 
„ 
4c 
* 


cc 


te 
cc 
0 
(e 


0 


and fancy can invent.— I will then 
retire to a rural dwelling, paſſing my 
days in obſurity and contemplation, 
and lie ſilently down on the bed of 
death. 


« The maxim for my whole life ſhall 


be never to depend upon the ſmile of 
princes, that I may never ſtand ex- 
poſed to the artifices of courts,--nor 
will I even pant after public ho- 
nours and preferments,—Such was 


1 « the 


18 Mon AL Tales, 
the outline which I impreſſed inde- 
| % libly upon my memory. 


San of: our mighty! ſovereign,” * 
ſaid Hulla, „ I: have already related 
that the firſt part of my time was to 
<«. be employed in ſearch of knowledge, 2 
ce .but I know not how / I became divert- 
« ed from my firm reſolves :—efpe- | 
„ cially, as 1 regarded knowledge as the 
4 higheſt honour, and the moſt alluring 
ce pleaſure. Nevertheleſs, day after day, 
month after month glided ſo imper- 
40 ceptibly away, till J found ſeven 
+ years of the firſt ten had elapſed, and 
« left nothing behind them. I -now 
* 50 ſtponed travelling for why ſhould 
| lex 
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* 


J explore the treaſures of foreign 
countries, while ſo much remained. 
„ to be known at home? My firft 


60 application was to the ſtudy of the 


I ſtill had a propenſity. for ſeeing 
« diſtant regions, liſtened with rap- 


4 Jaws—the fame of my ſkill reached 
the judges of this mighty kingdom. ; 
«© I was ordered by the commander of. 
the faithful to ſtand at his footſtool, 
« —then was I conſulted with - confi- 4 
« dence, and the love of praiſe faſtened. | 
Gy upon my heart. | [ 

x 


« ture to the relations of travellers, 
and reſolved to ſolicit my diſmiſſion, 
in order to feaſt my ſoul with novel- 


| wt, 
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< ty and delight :=But my preſence 


cc 


0 


* 
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40 


* was always neceſſary and the ſtream 


of buſineſs hurried me along. Some- 
times I was afraid leſt I ſhould be 
ſuſpected of diſcontent, or charged 
with ingratitude :—But I till pro- 
poſed to travel, and therefore could 
not confine myſelf to the connubial 


chain. 


In the fiftieth year I began to 


ec 


cc 


4 


ſuſpect that the time of travelling 
was elapſed and thought it beſt to 
lay hold on the felicity yet in my 


„power, and to indulge myſelf in do- 
1 meſtic pleaſures. However at fifty 
$ no Han eaſily finds a woman beauti- 


« ful 
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ful as the Houries, and wiſe as Cadige. 
I enquired and rejected - conſulted 
and deliberated at my ſixty- ſecond 
year I was aſhamed of my purſuits; 
I had nothing left but retirement, 
and for retirement I never found a 


time, till diſeaſe forced. me from pub- 


lic employment. 


* Sue h, mighty and illuſtrious prince, 


a 


cc 


te 


4 


te 


cc 


te 
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was my plan — and ſuch have been 
the conſequences. With an inſatia- 
ble thirſt for knowledge, I trifled 
away my years of improvement. 
with a reſtleſs deſire of ſeeing the 
world, I have reſided in the ſame 
city —with the higheſt expectatios 


of connubial felicity, I have lived 


K 4. < & 
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* a life of celibacy—and with an un- 
40 alterable reſolution of contemplative 
C retirement, I am about to breathe 
my laſt in the city of Iſpahan. 


DUKIN 
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CICITICICICS 


UEK IN AD FARZANA:- 


o 
; P 


EEE MURAT IH, ſultan of 
* 1 J the eaſt, and judge of 
vel | nations, was the nurror 


NK KTA of magnificence, the de- 


"= of the poor, and and the favourite. 
al K 5 of . 
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of the holy prophet. By his valour 
and wiſdom, his dominions were ex- 
tended by conqueſt, and ſecured by im- 
pregnable fortreſſes. The throne of 
Amurath was ſurrounded with armies, 
numerous as the locuſts of the ſummer, 
and reſiſtleſs as the blaſts of peſtilence. 
The public treaſuries overflowed with 
the tribute of conquered kingdoms; 
plenty ſmiled in the hamlet; opulence 
glittered in the cities; and the people 
gazed with wonder and exultation on 
their ſovereign's greatneſ: S. 


' Amurath, ſultan of the eaſt, was not 
content in adminiſtring juſtice with an 
_ unprecedented impartiality, but em- 

| | ployed 
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ployed his leiſure moments in ſeeking 
for, and rewarding the moſt virtuous of 
his ſubjects. He often went in private 
through the remote parts of the city, 
that he might receive occular demon- 
Aration ny the „ pryhs or his people. | 


In one ie of theſe excurſions, he heard, | 
as he thought, an incharging voice, ſing- 
| ing in concert with inſtrumental muſic. 
His curioſity was excited—the day, was 
ſunk beneath the horizon—and a black 
impending cloud ſeem'd to threaten an 
approaching ſtorm. . Amurath, ſultan 
of the eaſt, walked towards the door of 


the manſion of del ight. A female ſlave 


refuſed him admittance ; but DR LES he 
told. 
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told her he was a merchant of Baſlora, 
and was on his way to Cairo, he was 


uſhered i into the ſalloon, whilſt the fe- 
male Nlayes announced his being there.. 


| be manſion which the ſultan had x 
entered belonged to Farzana, the daugh- 
ter of his late grand vizier Canſou. 
Farzana was fairer than the daughters of 
- paradiſe—more ftrait than the lofty 
Pine was her elegant perſon—and her 
cornplexion vied with the poliſhed ivory 
of Congo. Farzana's ſable eyes ſpark- 
led Uke the morning ſtar—her air was 
more graceful than the ately ſwan 
upon the water—and gentle as the mid- 


ſummer murmur of the ſtream, ey: 


A 3: 
* * & - * >. 


Farzana 
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Farzana liv retired from the court, 
and might, but for Hamut Baſſa, have 
been the moſt happy of women. She 
ordered her ſlave to aſk the 8 his 
name, and when he ſaid it was Heli, he 
was conducted to the preſence of Far- 
zana the accompliſhed. . 


Amurath, ſultan of the eaſt, could 
not forbear being forcibly ſtruck with 
the neat and orderly magnificence of the 
apartments he paſſed through: — ele- 
gance, .ceconomy, and wealth, vied for 
pre-eminence—every thing had a pro- 
per place — nothing could. be added 
without diſguſting the eye of the judi- 
cious— and if any thing was retrenched 
there 


- 
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there was an apparent deficiency. How 
was the prince amazed when he beheld. 
the lovely perſon of Farzana. An eaſy 
elegance of dreſs—a voice like the mu- 
fic of. the ſpheres—and addreſs perfectly 
polite ſhone conſpicuous in the eyes of 
the great and mighty Amurath, My 
lord Heli is doubtleſs ſurprized at 
his finding fo eaſy an acceſs to Far- 
= ana's habitation ; but it is not more = 
1 than what the affords to all the mer 
1 chants of Bafſora, as ſhe'is prompted 
« by intereſt to give the reception ſhe. 
© does. —Can my lord Heli give me 
4: any tidings of Hamut Baſſa, a mer- 
« chant of Baſſora ?” r 


4 


The 


— 
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The ſultan, who had viewed her with 
admiration, whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, 
replied, © Thy ſervant Heli, moſt 
« beautiful Farzana, is peculiarly un- 
* happy in not being able to give any 
< tidings of Hamut Baſſa, as he never 
heard of ſuch a merchant at Baſſora.“ 
Farzana was not at all ſurprized at 
the anſwer, as it did not differ from 
| that given by all of whom ſhe had en- 

| quired the fame queſtion. 


The ſultan was unwilling to make 
an immediate departure, and was far- 
from being diſpleaſed, when ſhe en- 
treated on his partaking of a cold col- 
lation, and hear a concert performed by 

=: 
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her principal domeſtics. Amurath 
paſſed ſome hours with inexpreſſible de- 
light: his eyes were faſtened on. the 
amiable F arzana, , and. his ears were at- 
tentive to every ord which fell from 
her lovely lips. When the repaſt was 
finiſhed,” the ſultan entreated her to in- 
form him why ſhe ſeemed ſo much af- 
fected when the name-of Hamut .Baſſ | 
was mentioned. F arzana complicd 

With- his requeſt, in a manner in 
to berſelf. np am 3; I. 10 


Thou art, my - lord, certainly a 
« preat ſtranger in Iſpahan, if thou haſt 

« not heard of , Farzana's misfortune. 
My father, Canſou, was grand. vizier 
« to the great and invincible com- 
| « mander 
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 * mander of the faithful, Amurath, 
** ſultan of the eaſt, He enjoyed, 
during life, the favour of his ſove- 
« reign, and died full of years and ho- 
0 nours. The great Amurath has 
« never ſeen me; for being, as I am 
« told, informed that I was handſome, 
he declined admitting me to his pre- 
4 « ſence, for fear of doing injuſtice to the 
« charms of the beautiful Repſima. 
Immediately after my father's death, 
I retired to this houſe, and endea- 
“ voured to make myſelf. happy as I 
< could, till the holy Prophet ſhould 
<< diſpoſe of me in marriage: but my 
“ happineſs was not of long duration. 
be + Hamut meth, a merchant of Baſſora. 
0! #6 e lte e coming 


E 
" .R 
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© coming into this city by chance ſaw 
me. He did not endeavour to con- 
4 ceal the love with which he was im- 
« mediately inſpired; he came to my 
'« houſe, and, _ foon got _ 
* enen * 


e The . ws Baſe 
© huſbands-—— hut alas I I. 1 ſoon 
plungeęd into an abyſs of wretchedneſe, 
“ in which I ſtill remain. One moon 
2 had ſcarce gone down upon. our feli- 
city, before I was; ſurpriſed by a meſ- 
- « ſage. f fram Omar, grand vizier to. the 
** fultan, whowas. ever envious of the 
4 purport of his cruel buſineſs was to, 
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« perſuade me, if I regarded my fafety, 
« to conſent to a divorce from my at- 
« fectionate lord Hamut Baffa, as he 
« ſaid I had greatly debaſed myſelf by 
** rharrying him. It may be well ima- 
« gined, noble ſtranger, that I refuſed 
a a compliance ;—but how ſhall I con- 
«© clude my ſtory !—Excuſe a woman's 
= weakneſs—my tears muſt flow cer 
*I] can pronounce the ſequek 


One delightful ſummer's evening, 
as we were fitting in an alcove, we 
< heard a ruſtling in the garden, and 
c one of our ſlaves ruſhed into our 
preſence wounded and covered with 
blood, — he had only ſtrength to ſay, 
s with a bauen voice, my lord, be 

careful 
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careful the villains are at hand; 
0 when he dropped and inſtantly ex- 


0 pired. They were indeed very near, 


for we almoſt inſtantly ſaw.approactt- 
ing a number of the Arabs. Hamut 
4 Baſſa, my lord, was. determined to 
64 ſell his life and treaſure at a dear rate; 
he drew his ſabre, and fought them 
with a reſolution not to be deſcribed, 
« but what could be done againſt num- 
« bers? The chief of the robbers ad- 


« vancing,. ordered. his companians not! 


to dare to wound him, but to take 
him alive. This they ſoon effected 
« —and immediately, without regard- 


ing. my cries, tears, and entreaties, 
fear never to return. Nature, net 


« being, 


* 
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© being able to ſuſtain the mighty | 


weight of woes, I fell in a ſwoon— 
« and when I recovered, I was left 
« alone to explore my extreme wretch- 
* edneſs, 


The circling ſun has twice filled 
« up the meaſure of his courſe that I 
7 have paſſed in this unhappy ſitua- 
tion—making it my conſtant enqui- 
ries of every merchant that comes 
from Baffora—but to my aſtoniſh- 


'CC 


ce 


< ment can meet none that knew him. 


Hamut Baſſa was, O noble ſtran- 
«yer, inclining to be tall dark hair 
« blue eyes and a remarkable ſcar 
< on his forehead,” The ſultan pro- 

151 1 Yy * miſed 
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miſed to make every enquiry — and 
reſpectfully took his leave of the 
beauteous Farzana. 


The next morning the great and 
magnanimous Amurath, reflecting 
on what had paſſed, ſent for the 
grand vizier:— Omar, go inſtantly 
* to Farzana, the daughter of Canſou 
« —take her into thy cuſtody — let 
c her treaſures be ſealed with thy 
* ſeal, and conveyed ſafe to my palace, 

* and let her dwelling be raized to the 

LO ground in her preſence.” 


Omar with joy obeyed the ſultan's 
orders, and the beautiful Farzana 
was in a few hours reduced from the 
greateſt 
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5 greateſt affluence, to be a priſoner if 
the houſe of her father $ enemy. 


Farzana bewailed her wretched- 
neſs, in as much as ſhe could not ſug- 
geſt in what ſhe had offended the 
grand ſultan: Patience was the only 
apparent remedy—and ſhe comforted 

herſelf with this reflection, that no 
calamity could equal the boſs of 
her dear Hamut Baſſa. 


Amurath e his nobles 
to attend the Divan and when he 
was ſeated on his throne, ſpoke thus 
to Dukin, the ſon of Omar the 
vizier, who was the night before ar- 
rived from the army. 
k * Dukin,” 
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„ Dukin,” faid Amurath, ſultan of 
the Eaſt, © thou haſt done well—I am 
<« ſatisfied with thy ſervices in the 
« camp, and muſt now think of re- 
« warding thee for thy valour. I have 
found thee a wife worthy of thee — 
« therefore, inſtantly prepare to take 
&« her to your boſom.” A lady in a 
veil was introduced, and the cere- 
mony was performed i in the fultan's s 


preſence. 


“ Unveil that beautiful face, moſt 
« amiable Farzana, ſaid the monarch, 
« and let Dukin ſee that I have made 
e him no bad choice.” But what were 


their ſurprize, when ſhe ſaw in Dukin 
her 1 * Hamut Baſſa—and he his 
beloved 


F 4 
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beloved Farzana. They threw them- 
ſelves at the ſultan's feet, and poured” 
forth a thouſand bleſſings upon the all- 


merciful ſovereign of the Eaſt. 


Amurath, whoſe heart overflowed with 


humanity ſpoke as follows: 


It is thy father, Dukin, that bribed 
the Arabs to ſteal thee from thy bliſs 
« —at his deſire thou wert ordered to 
« the camp and it was he that pre- | 
ce yented thy return to this city—all þ 


« becauſe thou haſt married the daugh- 


ce ter of Canſou, whom he hated. Thou 
vert to blame, Dukin, for taking on 


<< thee, in ſo important a tranſaction, a 
fictitious name and character but 


Vol. 1 L W © 


1 
ö 
f 


SORES ER TT A Pt ey II, 4 PE OY GB os wr 
l : 
. 
4 


8 


2022 MOR AL TAI IS, &c. 
& thou haſt already ſuffered enough for 


thy indiſcretion. Thou art now mar- 
< ried in a proper manner to the beau- 


* teous Farzana, and may ye long be 


happy. | 
« Lovely Farzana,” added the Sul- 


tan, © thou wilt forgive my increaſing | 
thy ſorrow by the manner in which 
1 thou wert conducted hither — the 


« he art oppreſſed with grief is the moſt 


* 


* 


laser; tible of joy the greater the 
—  afflition—the greater muſt be the 


40 Fleaſure at chy meeting of Hamut 


25 Baſſa. —And i in the perſon of Heli, I 


* thank thee, matchleſs, woman, for 


thy hoſpitable 5 10 8 as Heli the 


a ' merchant of Baſſora.” 8, 
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